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Alumni  Help  Students  Transition  from  Backpacks  to  Briefcases 


Strategic  Plan  Initiatives  in  Action 

To  keep  our  readers  apprised  of  progress  in  the  implementation  of  Western  New  England 
University's  Strategic  Plan:  Individual  Focus.  Global  Perspectives.  A  Personal  Approach 
to  a  University  Education  2009-2018,  in  each  issue  of  The  Communicator,  we  share  with 
you  examples  of  how  we  are  acting  upon  the  Plan's  eight  "Strategic  Directions." 


DIRECTION  SEVEN:  Engage  the 
institution  more  fully  in  integrated 
collaborative  partnerships  and 
alliances  within  the  campus  as 
well  as  beyond  the  campus  with 
alumni  and  local,  regional,  national, 
and  international  communities. 


Mia  Major  '13  and  Marisa  Harris  '13, 
collaborators  on  the  Nine  Reasons 
to  Attend  Western  New  England 
University  video 


Western  New  England  University  encourages  cross-disciplinary 
collaboration  among  students  and  this  student-produced 
video — Nine  Reasons  to  Attend  Western  New  England 
University — serves  as  a  shining  example. 

Originally  produced  as  a  senior  honors  project,  the  uplifting 
video  was  a  collaboration  between  Mia  Major  '13,  a  graduate 
of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  Marisa  Harris  '13, 
a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Business. 

Mia  directed,  edited,  and  shared  production  and  hosting 
duties  with  Marisa.  She  majored  in  Communication  with 
a  concentration  in  Mass  Media.  Currently,  Mia  serves  as 
the  creative  marketing  coordinator  at  Ingenious  Group. 

Marisa  wrote,  coproduced,  and  cohosted  the  production. 
She  majored  in  Marketing  Communication/Advertising 
with  a  minor  in  Enterprise  Resource  Planning  with  SAR 
Marisa  has  been  hired  as  an  assistant  brand  manager  at 
Newell  Rubbermaid. 

The  University  was  so  impressed  with  their  efforts  that 
the  video  is  being  shown  at  Open  Houses  and  other 
admissions  events. 


Visit  www.wne.edu/9reasons  to  watch  the  video. 
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ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
MISSION  STATEMENT 


The  mission  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New  England  University  is  to  communicate  with  and  bring  value  to 
the  alumni  body  and  to  support  actively  and  financially  the  goals  of  the  University  as  detailed  in  its  Mission  Statement. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


"Our  energies  will  remain  focused  on 
preparing  students  for  success  in 
their  careers  and  on  propelling  this 
University  to  its  next  level.  In  building 
the  university  of  the  future,  we  will 
be  creative  and  entrepreneurial, 
committed  to  excellence  in  teaching 
and  research,  and  always  centered 
on  effectively  delivering  our  unique 
brand  of  hands-on  education. " 


WE  ARE  ALL  SO  PROUD  OF  WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND  UNIVERSITY'S  FINE 
reputation  as  an  innovative,  vibrant,  and  student-centered  institution.  This  distinc- 
tion is  well  earned — built  on  small  class  sizes  and  personalized  student-faculty 
relationships  within  and  beyond  the  classroom.  Our  individualized  approach  to 
education,  praised  last  fall  in  a  very  positive  report  by  our  accreditor,  the  New 
England  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  will  continue  to  be  among  our 
hallmarks  as  we  approach  our  centennial  in  2019. 

Our  energies  will  remain  focused  on  preparing  students  for  success  in  their  careers 
and  on  propelling  this  University  to  its  next  level.  In  building  the  university  of  the 
future,  we  will  be  creative  and  entrepreneurial,  committed  to  excellence  in  teaching 
and  research,  and  always  centered  on  effectively  delivering  our  unique  brand  of 
hands-on  education. 

By  carefully  and  effectively  utilizing  our  resources — including  your  generous  gifts — 
we  are  rising  to  new  prominence  with  facility  improvements  and  new  initiatives 
that  offer  a  high  quality  educational  experience.  The  addition  to — and  renovation 
of — Sleith  Hall,  along  with  the  construction  of  the  Frances  and  Norman  Cohen 
Trading  Room  and  Financial  Center  in  Churchill  Hall,  are  projects  you  will  read 
about  in  this  issue  of  The  Communicator.  Construction  of  both  facilities,  which  begins 
this  summer,  would  not  be  possible  without  donors.  At  present,  we  are  raising  funds 
for  the  Sleith  Hall  project.  The  Trading  Room  will  be  built  thanks  to  a  $1  million 
gift  from  the  estate  of  Frances  Cohen.  These  two  important  projects  will  greatly 
enhance  students'  learning  opportunities,  as  will  our  exciting  new  academic 
programs:  We  recently  launched  a  Master  of  the  Arts  in  Communication  with  a 
Public  Relations  Concentration,  and  we  plan  to  begin  a  Master  of  Fine  Arts  in 
Creative  Writing  next  year.  New  undergraduate  programs  include  a  Pre-physician 
Assistant  program  this  fall,  as  well  as  a  new  Environmental  Engineering  concentra- 
tion in  the  Civil  Engineering  major  and  a  Mechatronics  concentration  in  the 
Mechanical  Engineering  major. 

We  are  also  responding  aggressively  to  the  need  to  ease  the  financial  burden  that 
students'  families  face  in  a  recovering  economy.  The  University  annually  provides 
more  than  $35  million  in  grant  aid,  and  our  fundraising  efforts  have  added  63  new 
scholarships  in  the  past  five  years.  We  now  have  222  donor-funded  scholarships, 
which  are  a  crucial  element  in  attracting  and  retaining  high-achieving  students  in 
an  increasingly  competitive  recruiting  market.  Because  of  the  generosity  of  our 
donors,  more  students  than  ever  are  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  transformative 
private  university  education  that  we  offer. 

As  for  considering  the  high  value  of  a  Western  New  England  University  education, 
it  is  worth  taking  note  of  the  increasing  number  of  graduates  who  have  returned  to 
the  University  for  advanced  degrees.  At  present  we  have  more  than  3,200  alumni 
who  have  earned  more  than  one  Western  New  England  degree.  This  trend  demon- 
strates the  extent  to  which  our  graduates  value  this  institution  by  choosing  to  return 
to  their  alma  mater  for  further  studies. 

Your  gifts  remain  essential  to  the  ongoing  success  of  the  University,  especially  as  we 
improve  quality  while  controlling  costs.  With  your  support,  we  will  continue  to 
build  and  to  assure  a  great  future  for  generations  of  Western  New  England  Univer- 
sity students. 

Sincerely, 


Anthony  S.  Caprio 
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The  Annual  Fund  for  Western  New  England: 

Your  Gifts  Fund  Groundbreaking 
Learning  Opportunities 


Even  the  most  basic  medical  care  is  hard  to  come  by  in  the  developing  world. 
A  centrifuge,  a  common  medical  device  that  separates  red  blood  cells  from 
plasma  in  blood  samples,  is  inaccessible  to  many  people  who  live  in  rural 
areas,  hours  away  from  hospitals. 

For  his  Senior  Design  Project,  Biomedical  Engineering  major  Joe  Papu  '12 
created  a  portable,  low-cost  centrifuge  that  could  be  used  in  the 
countryside  by  traveling  medical  workers. 

"Anemia,  a  condition  caused  by  a  lack  of  red  blood  cells,  is  a  big  problem 
in  the  developing  world,"  says  Joe,  who  is  pictured  with  his  advisor 
Dr.  Michael  Rust,  assistant  professor  of  Biomedical  Engineering.  "It 
causes  fatigue  and  dizziness  and  affects  approximately  40  percent  of 
the  population.  To  treat  it,  you  have  to  be  able  to  diagnose  it  by  testing 
separated  blood  samples.  My  design  is  portable,  easy  to  use,  delivers 
reliable  results,  and  costs  around  $15,  much  less  than  the  hundreds  or 
thousands  of  dollars  for  a  desktop  centrifuge 

Your  contributions  to  The  Annual  Fund 
for  Western  New  England  help  purchase 
laboratory  equipment,  support  faculty 
development,  and  fund  the  improvement 
of  academic  facilities — making  remarkable 
innovations  such  as  Joe's  portable 
centrifuge  possible. 


To  make  a  gift,  visit 
www.wne.edu/giving, 
call  800-325-1122,  ext.  1335, 
or  send  a  check,  payable  to: 
Western  New  England  University 
Advancement  Division 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01 119 
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Western  New  England  University  is  committed 
to  the  principle  of  equal  opportunity  in  educa- 
tion and  employment.  The  University  does  not 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race,  color, 
creed,  national  origin,  age,  religion,  sexual 
orientation,  gender  identity,  gender  expres- 
sion, veteran  status,  genetics  or  disability  in 
admission  to,  access  to,  treatment  in,  or  em- 
ployment in  its  programs  and  activities.  The 
following  person  has  been  designated  to  han- 
dle inquiries  regarding  the  nondiscrimination 
policies:  Assistant  Vice  President  and  Director 
of  Human  Resources,  Western  New  England 
University,  1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield, 
MA  01 1 19-2684.  Inquiries  concerning  the  appli- 
cation of  nondiscrimination  policies  may  also 
be  referred  to  the  Regional  Director.  Office 
for  Civil  Rights,  U.S.  Department  of  Education, 
J.W.  McCormack  P.O.C.H.,  Room  222,  Boston, 
MA  02109-4557. 


An  artist  rendering  of  the  Biomedical  Engineering  simulated  hospital  suite  planned  as  part  of  the  new  Sleith  Hall  learning  environment 


Sleith  Hall  Expansion  and  Renovation 
will  Take  the  College  of  Engineering 
to  "Even  Greater  Heights 


if 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


The  project  supports  remarkable  educational  strides 
taking  place  in  the  building:  new  programs,  growing  student 
enrollments  and  faculty,  an  increase  in  research,  and  more 
collaboration  with  industry. 


For  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  who  has 
overseen  numerous  building  projects  that 
have  dramatically  transformed  the  campus 
landscape,  the  major  addition  to  and  reno- 
vation of  Sleith  Hall — which  began  this 
summer — has  special  significance.  "This 
proiect  is  a  top  priority  at  this  time  in  the 
evolution  of  the  University,"  he  said.  "It  is 
the  catalyst  that  will  help  move  the  Col- 
lege of  Engineering  to  an  even  higher  level 
of  excellence." 

The  two-story,  8,600-square-foot  addi- 
tion to  the  south  side  of  Sleith  Hall,  along 
with  the  maior  renovation  of  the  existing 
building's  interior,  are  instrumental  in  pro- 
viding facilities  that  will  continue  to  match 
the  quality  and  prestige  of  "a  growing  Col- 
lege of  Engineering  that  is  on  the  rise,"  ac- 
cording to  President  Caprio.  "With  our 
new  Civil  Engineering  major  and  PhD  in 
Engineering  Management — plus  growth  in 


other  majors — the  need  for  additional 
classroom,  laboratory,  and  office  space  is 
imperative.  This  project  is  an  outstanding 
opportunity  to  accelerate  the  momentum 
of  the  important  activities  taking  place  in 
Sleith  Hall — innovative  teaching,  excellent 
learning,  and  creative  research." 

"The  alumni  I've  talked  to  are  extremely 
enthusiastic  about  the  upcoming  meta- 
morphosis of  Sleith  Hall — and  justifiably 
so,"  said  College  of  Engineering  Dean  S. 
Hossein  Cheraghi.  "It  will  provide  a  pre- 
mier home  for  our  excellent  and  expanding 
programs."  He  pointed  out  that  the  project 
begins  the  first  comprehensive  structural 
improvements  to  Sleith  since  it  was  built 
more  than  40  years  ago.  "In  addition,  lab- 
oratories and  classrooms  equipped  with 
the  best  technology  will  greatly  enhance 
our  competitive  position  in  the  world  of 
higher  education,"  he  said. 


The  $12.8  million  project  is  in  line  with 
Western  New  England  University's  Strate- 
gic Plan  2009-2019,  which  calls  for  invest- 
ing in  high  quality  engineering  laboratories, 
updating  and  renovating  classrooms,  and 
technology  improvements.  The  document 
also  states  the  goal  of  greater  internation- 
alization of  the  campus,  and  Dean  Cheraghi 
said  the  recent  establishment  of  a  Civil  and 
Environmental  Engineering  Department  fit 
right  in  with  the  plan.  "We  are  interested  in 
enrolling  more  international  students,"  said 
Dean  Cheraghi.  "There  is  a  global  need, 
both  in  developed  and  developing  coun- 
tries, for  civil  engineers.  The  projected  job 
growth  rate  is  high,  both  domestically  and 
internationally."  He  said  that  biomedical  en- 
gineering is  another  rapidly  growing  field. 

Freshman  Emily  Lynch,  a  Civil  Engineer- 
ing major,  said  the  project  will  have  a  major 
impact  on  her  educational  experience.  "It 
means  there  will  be  a  much  better  environ- 
ment to  learn  in,"  she  said.  "The  addition 
and  renovations  will  make  the  building  as 
good  as  new.  I  believe  this  is  a  foreshad- 
owing of  great  things  to  come  from  the 
College  of  Engineering." 
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In  accordance  with  Western  New  Eng- 
land's Facilities  Master  Plan,  renovations 
of  Sleith  Hall  began  in  2011  and  were 
divided  into  two  phases.  Phase  I  was 
completed  and  addressed  immediate 
needs  created  by  new  academic  programs 
and  higher  enrollments,  including  a  new 
computer  lab  for  all  engineering  students, 
a  materials  characterization  lab,  a  biofuel 
lab,  a  new  conference  room,  several  fac- 
ulty offices,  and  modifications  for  handi- 
capped accessibility. 

Phase  II,  which  will  be  completed  by  the 
summer  of  2014,  encompasses  the  major 
addition  and  renovation  to  the  building.  In 
the  addition,  the  first  floor  will  include  three 
Civil  Engineering  labs,  and  one  computer 
lab  for  Industrial  Engineering.  The  second 
floor  will  include  two  classrooms  and  the 
Instrumentation  Lab  and  Hospital  Suite 
(built  to  simulate  a  hospital  room  environ- 
ment) for  the  rapidly  growing  program  in 
Biomedical  Engineering. 

In  the  Phase  II  renovation,  interior 
spaces  will  be  reconfigured  to  support  the 


expanding  engineering  curriculum.  On  the 
first  floor,  the  Dean's  suite  will  be  reposi- 
tioned and  a  new  area  for  student  services 
added  to  serve  the  growing  numbers  of 
graduate  students,  and  adjunct  faculty 
office  space  will  be  reconfigured.  Labora- 
tory spaces  will  be  modified  to  accommo- 
date the  Mechanical  Engineering  program. 
Second  floor  work  will  involve  updating  an 
existing  classroom  and  creating  five  new 
faculty  offices. 

The  third  floor,  recently  vacated  by  the 
science  programs  (which  moved  to  the 
new  Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Phar- 
macy), will  house  a  new  Environmental 
Engineering  Lab  for  Civil  Engineering,  a 
Design  and  Innovation  Lab,  a  relocated 
classroom,  faculty  offices,  and  office 
space  for  PhD  Fellows. 

This  transformation  of  Sleith  Hall  will 
also  encompass  whole-building  changes 
to  HVAC,  electrical,  a  new  sprinkler  sys- 
tem, and  technology  improvements  for 
classroom  presentations. 


foreshadowing  of 
great  things  to  come 
from  the  College 
of  Engineering." 

— Freshman  Emily  Lynch 


AN  INVESTMENT  IN  THE  FUTURE 


am  proud  to  invest  in  our 
outstanding  engineers  of 
tomorrow  and  their  faculty 
mentors,  and  I  encourage 
others  to  do  the  same." 

—Dr.  Walter  M.  Presz, 
Professor  Emeritus  of 
Mechanical  Engineering 


Dr.  Walter  M.  Presz,  professor  emeritus  of 
mechanical  engineering,  predicts  that  the 
project  will  take  the  College  of  Engineer- 
ing "to  even  greater  heights."  Dr.  Presz  is 
the  founder  of  the  engineering  company 
FloDesign,  which  specializes  in  clean,  re- 
newable energy  and  is  a  prime  example  of 
the  College's  increasing  collaboration  with 
regional  industries.  Its  wind  turbine  project 
has  included  dozens  of  Western  New  Eng- 
land University  graduates  as  full-time 
employees,  students  as  interns,  and  pro- 
fessors as  consultants. 

"My  reaction  upon  hearing  about  the 
Sleith  Hall  project?  Great  pleasure  and  ex- 
citement. I  immediately  made  a  gift  to  the 
College  of  Engineering,"  said  Dr.  Presz.  "I 
taught  at  the  College  of  Engineering  for  20 
years  and  have  worked  with  countless 


students  there — incredibly  bright  and 
creative  students  who  won  awards  at 
prestigious  competitions  and  went  on  to 
distinguish  themselves  in  professional  and 
academic  careers.  It  is  in  the  classrooms 
and  laboratories  of  Sleith  Hall  where  their 
talents  are  nurtured,  and  the  upgrading  of 
facilities — as  well  as  the  building  of  new 
facilities — is  sorely  needed.  I  am  proud  to 
invest  in  our  outstanding  engineers  of 
tomorrow  and  their  faculty  mentors,  and  I 
encourage  others  to  do  the  same.  This  is 
an  investment  in  future  innovations  com- 
ing from  our  College  that  will  benefit  soci- 
ety. The  project  is  also  a  tremendous 
boost  to  the  University  as  a  whole;  it  will 
definitely  raise  Western  New  England's 
profile  and  reputation."  ■ 


Learn  more  atwww.wne.edu/sleithproject. 


TO  MAKE  A  GIFT 


Visit  www.wne.edu/giving,  or 
call  800-325-1 122,  ext.  1335. 


You  can  also  send  a  check,  payable  to: 
Western  New  England  University 
Advancement  Division 
1215Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01 119 


Alumni  Prepare  Students  to  Transition 
from  Backpacks  to  Briefcases 


WE'VE  ALL  BEEN  THERE— one  day 
you're  sitting  in  a  classroom  in  a  t-shirt 
and  jeans  and  the  next  you're  in  a  suit 
and  tie  waiting  anxiously  to  be  called 
in  to  your  first  real  job  interview.  With 
a  degree  from  Western  New  England 
University  and  a  resume  brimming 
with  internship  and  cocurricular 
experiences,  our  students  are  well 
prepared  to  trade  in  their  backpacks 
for  briefcases.  In  today's  economy, 


however,  our  students  can  benefit  from 
the  added  insight  of  someone  who  has 
been  there  before — our  alumni. 

Whether  through  formal  programs 
such  as  AlumniLinks,  sponsoring 
an  intern,  or  simply  speaking  to  a 
class  or  preprofessional  organization, 
alumni  can  have  a  profound  effect 
on  a  student's  readiness  to  enter 
the  workforce. 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


LIKE  THE  OLD  ADAGE,  "give  a  man 
a  fish  and  you  feed  him  for  a  day. 
Teach  a  man  to  fish  and  you  feed 
him  for  a  lifetime,"  our  students 
aren't  looking  to  alumni  to  offer 
them  specific  jobs;  they  are 
seeking  guidance  on  how  to  target 
jobs  and  land  them  on  their  own. 
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Making  the  Connection:  Why  Networking  Pays  Off 


Ted  Anastasi  '89,  vice  president-sales  at 
Fidelity  Investments  in  Boston,  knows  just  how 
valuable  such  advice  can  be  to  students 
seeking  to  break  into  high  finance.  A  frequent 
speaker  on  campus,  Ted  was  invited  by  Kathy 
Pappas  G'98,  director  of  alumni  relations,  to  join 
the  AlumniLinks  program  and  formally  mentor 
business  students. 

At  the  onset,  Ted  was  candid  with  his 
mentees,  telling  the  students  he  was  willing 
to  invest  his  time  only  if  they  demonstrated 
an  equal  commitment  to  making  the  most  of 
the  opportunity.  Ted  mentored  two  students 
last  year;  both  landed  jobs.  Thomas  Booth  '  1 3 
was  one  of  them. 

A  Finance  major,  Tom  was  eager  to  learn  all 
he  could  from  the  executive  who  had  been  on 
the  hiring  side  of  the  table  since  1 993.  He  rec- 
ognized that  Ted  knew  what  employers  were 
looking  for  and  how  candidates  could  differ- 
entiate themselves  in  the  process. 


Throughout  the  fall  semester,  the  two  com- 
municated biweekly  via  phone  and  email,  with 
Ted  establishing  benchmarks  that  Tom  was 
required  to  meet.  The  first  step  was  to  develop 
a  targeted  list  of  20  to  30  potential  employers. 

"I  give  students  a  roadmap  on  how  to  look 
for  jobs,"  says  Ted.  "I  tell  them,  you  have 
homework.  You  have  deliverables.  You  have 
to  drive  the  process.  It's  a  tough  job  market 
out  there  but  you  can  still  navigate  it." 

The  most  important  advice  that  Ted  gave 
Tom  was  how  to  network.  "He  taught  me 
that  asking  absolutely  everyone  about  oppor- 
tunities is  essential,"  says  Tom.  "He  showed 
me  that  it  wasn't  acting  desperate — it  was 
acting  intelligently. " 

From  the  Thanksgiving  hometown  football 
game  to  chance  meetings  at  the  grocery 
store,  Ted  told  his  protegee  to  network  any 
time  he  was  home.  It  paid  off. 

During  winter  break,  Tom  went  to  his  high 


school  to  visit  his  baseball  coach  and  ran  into 
a  former  teacher.  The  chance  encounter  led 
to  a  phone  interview  with  the  teacher's 
brother  who  worked  in  finance.  That  connec- 
tion yielded  a  formal  interview,  and  ultimately 
a  job  offer,  Tom's  second,  from  just  two  inter- 
views. Tom  was  hired  as  an  investment  ana- 
lyst at  Rocaton  Investment  Advisors. 

With  Ted's  tutelage,  Tom  felt  prepared  and 
confident  in  his  interviews.  "There  were 
times  where  I  would  ask  a  question  and  see 
a  subtle  smile  or  a  head  nod  that  just  said  that 
they  were  very  impressed  and  very  happy 
that  I  was  asking  such  things,"  says  Tom. 

Now  an  alum  himself,  Tom  says,  "Alumni 
are  the  best  support  that  a  student  can  have. 
I  can  tell  you  for  certain  that  as  I  get  more 
established  in  my  career,  I  absolutely  plan  on 
becoming  an  alumni  mentor." 


Lessons  from  the  Chief:  Internship  Immersion  in  Community  Policing 


Dual  degree  alumnus  Fran  Fox  '95/G'97  has 
much  to  offer  students  interested  in  law 
enforcement  from  his  experience  as  Chief  of 
Police  of  Belchertown  (MA),  teaching  at  the 
Police  Academy  and  in  the  community  college 
system,  and  now  serving  as  an  adjunct 
instructor  in  our  Criminal  Justice  (CJ)  program. 
In  his  28-year  career,  he  has  conducted 
numerous  interviews  for  entry-level  positions 
and  knows  what  recruiters  are  looking  for. 

Last  fall,  he  supervised  Julie  Ciskowski  '13 
during  her  internship  in  his  department. 

"I  was  in  a  student's  chair  at  one  point, 
wondering  what  I  wanted  to  do  with  my  life, " 
says  Fran,  who  feels  that  alumni  have  a  lot  to 
offer  "through  the  practical  perspective  of  our 
own  experiences." 

Fran  encounters  many  CJ  students  who 
are  unsure  of  what  they  want  to  do — ques- 
tioning whether  they  want  to  go  into  law 
enforcement,  probation,  parole,  or  corrections 
careers. 

To  build  on  their  classroom  foundation,  Fran 
exposes  his  interns  to  all  facets  of  a  municipal 
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police  department,  from  learning  the  im- 
portance of  careful  documentation  to 
going  out  on  calls.  "We  gave  Julie  several 
ride-a-longs  with  police  officers  who  are 
working  in  the  community,  as  well  as  ex- 
perience at  the  courthouse  to  observe  the 
phases  of  the  court  system,"  says  Fran. 
"She  also  shadowed  a  school  resource 
officer  and  worked  in  the  dispatch  and 
communication  centers." 

Fran  gave  Julie  advice  on  interviewing 
and  applying  for  jobs.  He  also  served  as 
her  sponsor  for  the  Western  Massachu- 
setts Reserve/Intermittent  Police  Acad- 
emy, which  she  completed  in  May. 

For  Julie,  the  internship  reinforced  an 
interest  in  community  policing  begun 
when  she  interned  in  her  hometown  de- 
partment in  high  school.  "  I  really  observed 
how  community  policing  works  and  how 
strong  the  bond  is  between  the  law  en- 
forcement and  the  citizens,  especially  in  a 
small  town,"  she  says.  Beyond  fighting 
crime  she  learned  that  "Law  enforce- 
ment's role  is  also  about  creating  relation- 
ships and  trust  and  getting  to  know  the 
people  in  the  community." 


Local  Law  Firm  Values 
Western  New  England  Work  Ethic 

The  law  firm  of  Bacon  Wilson,  P.C.,  has  strong  ties  to 
Western  New  England  School  of  Law  and  is  among 
our  top  regional  employers,  with  nearly  20  alums  on 
staff.  The  firm  regularly  recruits  at  the  University  for 
both  law  clerks  and  summer  associates. 

"Our  firm  generally  hires  from  the  top  of  the  class 
and  from  Law  Review,"  says  longtime  Bacon  Wilson 
Attorney  Julie  Dialessi-Lafley  L'96.  "Western  New 
England  students  certainly  have  legal  talent  and  are 
good  scholars,  but  the  best  word  I  would  use  to 
describe  them  is  tenacious.  They're  go-getters." 
Katie  Crouss  L'12,  a  nontraditional  student,  was  one 
of  those  law  clerks  whom  the  firm  later  hired  full-time  as  an  associate. 

"  I  can't  say  enough  about  the  practical  skills  that  you  learn  from  being 
a  clerk,"  says  Katie.  "So  many  of  our  attorneys  and  partners  went  to 
Western  New  England  and  they  recognize  that  they  themselves  got  a 
fantastic  education.  They  want  the  future  good  talent  to  be  affiliated 
with  the  firm.  They  see  the  big  picture." 

Julie  describes  the  marketplace  of  greater  Springfield  as  presenting 
a  wide  variety  of  legal  issues  that  require  well-prepared  attorneys  who 
can  handle  very  mundane  to  very  sophisticated  technical  issues.  "Over- 
all," she  says,  "I  think  the  School  of  Law  really  preps  students  for  reality, 
and  that  goes  a  long  way." 


Julie  Dialessi-Lafley  L'96 


Aerospace  Giant  Offers  Proving  Ground  to  Launch  Careers 


Engineering  Manager  Bob  Despang 
'87/G'90  has  been  sponsoring  internships 
for  more  than  20  years  at  UTC  Aerospace 
Systems,  a  division  of  United  Technologies. 
On  average,  he  has  supervised  eight  to  10 
students  a  year. 

What's  kept  him  recruiting  interns  from 
Western  New  England?  "It's  the  energy 
students  bring,  the  excitement  they  bring, 
and  their  work  ethic  is  the  highest,"  says 
Bob.  "It's  just  so  much  fun  to  work  with 
them." 

Sophomore  Emily  Roundy,  a  Mechanical 
Engineering  major,  has  interned  with  the 
company  since  high  school. 

Interns  such  as  Emily  provide  an  impor- 
tant support  role  to  full-time  employees — 
working  on  special  projects  that  are  often 
focused  on  improving  cost-savings  or  effi- 
ciency. 


"We've  had  engineering  students  come 
in  and  design  test  equipment  for  us,  man- 
age software  installations  on  our  furnaces, 
help  us  with  cost-saving  projects,  or  assist 
in  the  industrial  engineering  department," 
says  Bob.  "Just  about  all  aspects  of  our 
manufacturing  operations  are  supported  by 
Western  New  England  interns." 

After  programming  a  new  laser  last  fall, 
Emily  became  the  system  administrator  for 
the  server  that  connects  the  technicians  to 
their  resources.  Typically  she  spends  14 
hours  a  week  at  her  internship. 

Bob  feels  it  is  essential  that  interns  like 
Emily  learn  how  to  interact  with  people  at 
all  levels  of  the  corporation.  "As  an  engi- 
neer, you  need  to  be  able  to  work  with  ven- 
dors, outside  people,  inside  people,  security, 
vice  presidents,  and  people  on  the  floor  who 
you  work  with  all  day  long,  because  they're 


your  actual  customers,"  says  Bob. 

Emily  agrees.  "I've  learned  a  lot  about 
professionalism,"  says  Emily,  "how  to 
communicate  with  people  and  how  to  run 
an  effective  and  productive  business.  Be- 
cause how  a  workplace  runs  is  very  differ- 
ent than  a  school  environment." 

The  biggest  lesson  Bob  taught  Emily  is 
"that  I  should  take  every  opportunity  that  I 
can  to  learn  something  new,  because  you 
don't  get  better  at  what  you're  doing  with- 
out learning  something  new." 

Today,  as  he  walks  through  the  engineer- 
ing floors  at  UTC  Aerospace  Systems,  Bob 
is  proud  to  see  that  many  of  his  past  stu- 
dents from  Western  New  England  are  now 
full-time  engineers.  He  says,  "It  seems  that 
all  of  the  Western  New  England  University 
students  succeed  here."  ■ 
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Help  Future 
Students  Become 
Career  Ready 


To  become  a  student  mentor,  contact  the  Office  of  Alumni  Relations 
at  41 3-782-1 327  or  email  alumwne@wne.edu. 

To  sponsor  an  intern,  contact  the  Career  Development  Center 
at  41 3-782-1 21 7  or  careercenter@wne.edu. 
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MARATHON  MANHUNT 

In  riveting  television  coverage  last  April,  the  world  saw  Massachusetts  State  Police  Superintendent  and 
Colonel  Timothy  P.  Alben  G'01  playing  one  of  the  lead  roles  in  the  pursuit  of  the  Boston  Marathon  bombers. 
Col.  Alben,  who  earned  a  Master  of  Science  in  Criminal  Justice  Administration  at  Western  New  England, 
described  to  The  Communicator^  mood  of  the  investigators  inside  the  makeshift  police  command 
center — and  how  officers'  training  and  experience  served  them  well. 


The  fatigue  had  truly  started  to  take  its  toll.  For  the  police 
and  federal  agents  assembled  in  the  Arsenal  Mall  in  Wa- 
tertown,  MA,  the  week  of  the  Boston  Marathon  bomb- 
ings on  Monday,  April  15,  "seemed  like  one  continuous 
day,"  said  Massachusetts  State  Police  Superintendent 
and  Colonel  Timothy  P.  Alben  G'01.  "I've  never  experi- 
enced such  focus  and  intensity  on  behalf  of  such  a  large 
group  of  law  enforcement  officers  in  one  single  event — 
with  all  committed  to  one  outcome."  However,  after 
chasing  dozens  of  leads  that  went  nowhere,  they  were 
weary  and  frustrated. 

Then  their  adrenaline  kicked  in  when  events  began  to 
unfold  dramatically  on  Thursday.  Four  hours  after  they 
had  gathered  and  publicized  images  of  the  suspects. 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  (MIT)  Officer 
Sean  Collier  was  shot  and  killed  on  his  campus,  and  a 
short  time  later  a  driver  of  a  Mercedes  SUV  was  car- 
jacked — and  then  escaped  from  the  armed  men  when 
they  forced  him  to  stop  at  Shell  station  in  Cambridge  to 
get  gas.  "Between  Thursday  and  Friday  night  there  was 
no  rest  or  time-out,"  recalled  Col.  Alben. 

On  Friday,  there  was  a  wild  shootout  with  police  that 
left  another  officer  seriously  wounded  and  Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev,  one  of  the  suspects,  dead.  After  a  Watertown 
resident  checked  on  his  boat  in  his  backyard  and  found 
a  bleeding  Dzhokhar  Tsarnaev  curled  up  in  the  vessel 
at  9:00  p.m.,  there  was  more  gunfire  in  a  standoff  with 
police. 
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CAMPUS  VIGIL  HONORS  BOMBING  VICTIMS 


In  the  wake  of  the  tragic  events  at  the  Boston  Marathon, 
Western  New  England  University  hosted  a  candlelight 
vigil  outside  Deliso  Hall  on  April  22.  The  event  focused 
on  community,  interfaith  connections,  peace,  and  hope. 


"We  have  a  suspect  in  custody,"  an- 
nounced a  tired  but  triumphant  Col.  Alben 
at  a  9:38  p.m.  press  conference.  "We're  ex- 
hausted folks,  but  we  have  a  victory  here 
tonight." 

For  Col.  Alben,  the  bombings  and  one  of 
the  most  intense  manhunts  in  U.S.  history 
had  an  element  of  surreality.  "It  was  like  a 
fictional  work — a  Tom  Clancy  novel,"  he 
said.  "  If  we  had  planned  out  a  training  sce- 
nario that  had  all  the  twists  and  turns  of 
that  week,  no  one  would  have  thought  it 
realistic." 

Persistence  and  Patience 

Paradoxically,  the  native  of  Holyoke,  MA, 
and  resident  of  East  Longmeadow,  MA, 
said  it  was  the  officers'  training  very  early 
on  that  helped  prepare  them  for  an  unprece- 
dented series  of  events.  "One  of  the  earli- 
est lessons  we  all  learn,  going  back  to  basic 
academy  training,  is  persistence  and  pa- 
tience, along  with  being  able  to  concentrate 
and  perform  when  subjected  to  abnormal 
levels  of  stress,"  he  said.  "Though  working 
long  and  tiring  hours  is  not  an  optimal  situa- 
tion, this  business  of  law  enforcement  has 
no  schedule."  To  many  civilians,  police  acad- 
emy training  can  appear  excessively  rigid, 
demanding,  and  unforgiving.  "But  weeks 
like  this,  though  rare,  reinforce  those  under- 
lying training  principles,"  he  pointed  out. 

The  State  Police  Superintendent  certainly 
projected  the  air  and  confidence  of  a  vet- 
eran police  manager  during  the  daily  press 
briefings  following  the  bombings — viewers 
saw  him  at  the  microphone  exuding  the 
aura  of  a  "cop  through  and  through,"  as  the 
saying  goes.  Not  surprisingly,  his  police  ca- 
reer has  deep  roots  that  spring  from  being 
raised  in  a  law  enforcement  family:  his  fa- 
ther was  a  state  trooper  and  his  grandfather 
was  a  Holyoke  police  officer. 

Col.  Alben  was  "a  silent  standout"  as  a 
cadet  at  the  State  Police  Academy,  said 
MIT  Police  Chief  John  DiFava,  an  Academy 
staff  instructor  at  the  time,  and  former  in- 
structor at  Western  New  England's  Off- 


Campus  Programs.  "  It  was  obvious  nothing 
could  prevent  him  from  achieving  his  goals, 
and  we  knew  he  would  succeed  admirably 
on  the  State  Police." 

Col.  Alben's  three-decade-long  career 
with  the  state  force  began  as  a  trooper  in 
1983.  He  busted  the  bad  guys  as  an  inves- 
tigator for  the  Hampden  County  DA's  office 
and  then  went  after  the  wise  guys — includ- 
ing the  area  branch  of  the  New  York-based 
Genovese  crime  family — when  he  man- 
aged the  State  Police  Western  Massachu- 
setts Organized  Crime  Unit. 

Having  earned  his  master's  degree  in 
2001 ,  Col.  Alben  put  his  management  skills 
to  work  in  2004,  when  he  was  named  ex- 
ecutive officer  for  Tactical  Operations,  be- 
coming responsible  for  overseeing  large 
public  events,  including  the  Boston  Fourth 
of  July  celebration,  the  Boston  Marathon, 
and  the  2004  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion. In  2007,  Col.  Alben  was  promoted  to 
major  in  the  Tactical  Operations  Unit,  which, 
like  similar  units  across  the  country,  had 
ratcheted  up  antiterrorism  efforts  after  the 
terror  attacks  of  September  1 1 ,  2001 . 

"As  homeland  security  practitioners, 
we've  long  understood  that  we'll  never  re- 
duce the  risk  of  terrorism  to  zero — not  with- 
out drastically  changing  the  experience  of 


public  gatherings.  But  we  can  reduce  risk 
and  get  it  as  low  as  possible, "  he  said.  "We 
have  had  what  I  believe  are  solid,  compre- 
hensive, and  well-thought-out  security 
plans  for  events  such  as  the  Boston 
Marathon  and  the  Fourth  of  July  in  Boston, 
and  we're  continuously  improving  those 
plans  with  new  technology,  lessons 
learned,  and  intelligence  gathering." 

Learning  from  Boston 

Col.  Alben  adds  that  in  the  future,  he  and 
his  colleagues  will  evaluate  insights  from 
the  last  Boston  Marathon  and  incorporate 
them  into  enhancements  of  existing  plans. 
He  also  asks  members  of  the  public  to  re- 
think their  roles  as  watchdogs  to  such 
open-air  events. 

"The  very  nature  of  openness  and  free- 
dom of  American  life  also  provides  certain 
access  for  those  with  criminal  or  destruc- 
tive intent  to  manipulate,"  he  said.  As  Is- 
raeli citizens  have  had  to  condition 
themselves  to  be  vigilant  and  observant  for 
threats,  he  insists  that  Americans  must 
"change  their  way  of  looking  at  large  gath- 
erings. We  have  to  become  more  aware  of 
our  immediate  environment."  ■ 


(Above  left):  State  Police  Superintendent  and  Colonel  Timothy  P.  Alben  G'01  addresses  the  media  after  the  apprehension  of 
Dzhokhar  Tsarnaev.  (L-R)  Attorney  General  Martha  Coakley,  MBTA  Transit  Police  Superintendent-in-Chief  Joseph  O'Connor,  Boston 
Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  Boston  Police  Commissioner  Ed  Davis,  U.S.  Attorney  Carmen  Ortiz,  Middlesex  County  Sheriff  Peter  Koutoujian, 
Watertown  Police  Chief  Ed  Deveau,  Massachusetts  Governor  Deval  Patrick,  and  MBTA  Transit  Police  Chief  Paul  MacMillan 
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An  artist  rendition  of  the  Frances 
and  Norman  Cohen  Trading  Room 
and  Financial  Center. 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


Bringing  Wall  Street  to  Wilbraham  Road 


A  new  trading  room  will  provide  invaluable 
resources  for  future  business  leaders. 


When  Kevin  Parma  '14  heard  the  news  that 
a  trading  room  was  going  to  be  built  on  cam- 
pus— one  that  will  allow  students  to  follow 
markets  in  real  time  and  learn  how  to  operate 
the  financial  information  terminals — the  dual 
Accounting/Finance  major  was  ecstatic. 

"This  facility  pushes  the  College  of  Busi- 
ness into  a  whole  new  level,"  he  said,  "and 
the  hands-on  experience  and  knowledge  I'll 
acquire  using  this  room  will  definitely  put  me 
at  an  advantage  when  I  begin  my  job  search." 

Thanks  to  a  $1  million  gift  from  the  estate 
of  Frances  Cohen,  College  of  Business  stu- 
dents will  enjoy  a  unique  business  class- 
room— the  Frances  and  Norman  Cohen 
Trading  Room  and  Financial  Center — in 
Churchill  Hall.  Construction  on  the  first  floor 
facility  began  this  summer  and  it  will  be 
ready  in  the  fall. 

The  namesake  of  the  trading  room  and 
scholarship  is  a  husband  and  wife  team  that 
created  one  of  the  great  business  success 
stories  in  western  Massachusetts.  Norman 
Cohen  '34  and  Frances  Cohen  founded 
and  built  Norco  Appliance  Distributors,  the 
largest  wholesale  appliance  business  in  the 
area,  and  they  also  became  skilled  investors. 


The  Cohens  always  credited  Western  New 
England  with  their  business  acumen,  and 
Frances's  recent  estate  gift — one  of  the 
largest  in  University  history — is  a  testimonial 
to  the  quality  education  Norman  received 
and  shared  with  his  wife. 

"This  legacy  gift  helps  us  fulfill  some 
important  dreams  and  aspirations  on  the 
part  of  the  College  of  Business,  and  reminds 
us  that  we  at  universities  have  an  impact  on 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  students — and  that 
these  students  appreciate,  remember,  and 
are  grateful  for  all  that  their  professors 
and  their  alma  mater  have  given  to  them 
and  have  done  for  them,"  said  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio. 

Norman,  who  was  born  in  1907,  emi- 
grated from  Poland  to  Springfield's  North  End 
shortly  after  World  War  I.  He  earned  a  bach- 
elor's degree  at  the  Springfield  Division  of 
Northeastern  College,  which  was  Western 
New  England's  predecessor  in  downtown 
Springfield.  "Norman  and  his  classmates 
were  all  immigrants  or  children  of  immigrants 
who  were  going  to  school  while  working  at 
full-time  jobs,"  said  President  Caprio. 


'What  a  tribute  to  Western 
New  England  University  that 
an  alumnus  of  the  Class  of 
1934  and  his  spouse  would 
recognize  and  recall  the 
important  role  played  by  this 
University  in  their  personal 
and  professional  lives." 
— President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 


Norman  Cohen  '34  died  in  1985,  and  his 
wife,  Frances,  passed  away  in  2011. 
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THE  POWER  OF  GIVING  BACK 


«  9 


I 


At  the  $1  million  check  presentation:  College  of  Business  Dean 
Julie  Siciliano  '81/G  84,  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  Frances 
Cohen's  longtime  friend  and  attorney  Jeffrey  Sagalyn  L76,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Kevin  S.  Delbridge  77. 


0 


Another  important  part  of  the  gift 
from  Frances  Cohen  is  the  Frances 
and  Norman  Cohen  Endowed 
Scholars  Program.  Funded  from 
nearly  half  of  the  Cohen  gift, 
this  endowment  will  provide  six 
scholarships  a  year — three  for 
juniors  and  three  for  seniors — 
based  on  merit.  "Those  students 
also  will  be  ambassadors  for 
the  College  of  Business,"  said 
Dean  Siciliano. 

Both  the  scholarship  and 
the  Trading  Room  are  the  latest 
manifestation  of  the  Cohens' 
longtime  and  invaluable  support 
of  the  University:  Frances'  past 


major  gifts  to  Western  New 
England  were  designated  toward 
renovating  Churchill  Hall  and 
building  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center.  Western  New  England 
University  "was  a  catalyst  for 
their  business  success,  and 
philanthropy  was  something 
she  and  her  husband  felt  deeply 
about,"  said  Jeffrey  Sagalyn  L76, 
Frances's  longtime  friend  and 
attorney.  "We  hope  that  the 
young  men  and  women  who 
benefit  from  this  estate  gift  will 
also  be  successful,  and  also 
give  back  as  the  Cohens  have," 
he  said. 


2013-2014  Frances  and  Norman  Cohen  Endowed  Scholars  Program  recipients  include  (L  to  R)  Thomas  Cowin,  Abigail  Brown,  and  P.J.  Nassar 


Training  for  Trading — and  More 


The  Trading  Room  aptly  fits  the  Cohens' 
legacy  because  of  their  investing  success. 
"When  students  are  able  to  connect 
academic  theory  to  real-world  content  in 
such  a  setting  as  the  Trading  Room,  it 
helps  provide  increased  motivation  for 
learning,"  said  College  of  Business  Dean 
Julie  Siciliano  '81/G'84. 

Working  independently,  or  on  team 
assignments,  students  in  the  room  will 
have  access  to  Morningstar  Direct,  which 
provides  detailed  and  historical  financial 
information  about  stocks,  bonds,  mutual 
funds,  and  commodities.  Real-time  stock 
tickers  and  data  boards  will  offer  important 
financial  information. 

The  Cohens'  gift  will  also  fund  a  student- 


managed  investment  pool  of  $1 00,000  that 
will  be  used  in  a  Portfolio  Management 
course  taught  by  Assistant  Professor  of 
Finance  Bryan  Schmutz  '99.  Students  in  the 
course  will  trade  the  fund  under  the  super- 
vision of  faculty  advisors  and  a  business/ 
alumni  advisory  board.  "Then  all  of  the 
earnings  from  that  fund  will  just  be  folded 
over  to  the  next  class, "  said  Dean  Siciliano. 
"We've  gotten  questions  about  this  from 
prospective  students  at  open  houses.  They 
want  to  know  if  we  have  a  trading  room 
with  a  student-led  investment  team.  Now, 
the  answer  is  yes! " 

Senior  Accounting  and  Finance  major 
Kevin  Parma  said  that  when  he  registered 
for  courses  for  the  fall  semester,  this 


one  was  at  the  top  of  his  list.  "The  ability 
for  students  such  as  myself  to  gain 
Bloomberg  certification  and  invest  real 
money  further  prepares  me  for  my  profes- 
sional life,  far  beyond  other  traditional 
classes,"  he  said. 

The  trading  room  will  also  benefit  the 
community  through  specialized  courses, 
continuing  education,  executive  training, 
financial  literacy  workshops,  and  outreach 
programs  with  local  high  schools.  ■ 
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John  Pantera  01 

What  does  it  take  to 
be  an  entrepreneur? 

Creativity,  enthusiasm,  and  a 
sense  of  adventure — not  to 
mention  knowledge  of  business 
basics,  according  to  John 
Pantera  '01,  an  adjunct  professor 
who  teaches  Entrepreneurship 
and  Innovation  at  the  College 
of  Business. 


AlumniFocus 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


Don't  Be  Afraid  to  Fail 


John,  a  health  and  fitness  expert,  got  his  start  by  realizing  that  he  not  only  had  a  passion  for  well- 
ness, but  also  an  entrepreneurial  spirit  to  take  his  expertise  to  the  next  level.  It  helped  that  he 
had  a  couple  of  great  mentors,  especially  his  father,  who  pushed  John  to  pursue  what  he  calls 
a  "magical"  three-pronged  approach:  "Do  something  you  love,  do  something  that  can  pay  your 
bills  and  help  you  build  wealth,  and  do  something  that  grants  you  what  I  call  time  freedom," 
John  says.  "Starting  my  own  business  seemed  to  be  the  only  path  that  satisfied  all  three." 

As  director  of  franchise  support  and  development  for  Fitness  Together  Franchise  Corp., 
the  world's  largest  personal  training  company,  John  works  with  more  than  50  small  busi- 
nesses up  and  down  the  Eastern  Seaboard  to  grow  their  bottom  line  and  improve  efficiencies, 
as  well  as  plan  long-term  exit  strategies  for  owners. 

John  linked  up  with  Fitness  Together  in  2003  and  was  quickly  managing  three  Boston 
locations  while  earning  his  MBA.  Soon  after,  the  native  of  Natick,  MA,  opened  two  of  his  own 
Fitness  Together  studios.  Then  he  sold  them  both  and  became  a  full-time  consultant  for  the 
corporation.  Since  2008,  John  has  also  owned  Pioneer  Valley  Wellness,  Inc.,  which  operates 
as  Elements  Therapeutic  Massage  in  East  Longmeadow,  MA,  where  he  lives  with  his  wife  and 
two  daughters. 

He  was  recently  named  to  BusinessWest  magazine's  40  Under  Forty  list,  which  showcases 
young  business  talent  in  western  Massachusetts. 

A  Growing  Appetite  for  Entrepreneurship 

A  strong  will  to  succeed  doesn't  necessary  translate  into  good  fortune.  One  also  needs  a  good 
business  plan  that  includes  sound  financials,  forecasts,  and  marketing  tactics.  "More  than  a 
million  people  start  a  business  every  year,  and  most  of  them  fail  within  five  years, "  John  recently 
told  his  students.  To  see  him  in  action  in  the  classroom  is  to  watch  an  engaging  and  captivating 
teacher,  and  witness  the  enthusiasm  he  has  for  entrepreneurship. 

Sophomore  Tyler  Marino,  one  of  John's  students,  describes  John's  teaching  style  as  "ex- 
tremely effective"  and  his  classes  as  "incredible  workshops  that  directly  relate  to  what  we 
learn  in  class  and  what  we  will  be  experiencing  in  the  real  world,  especially  if  we  are  going  to 
be  business  owners.  I've  gained  more  out  of  his  class  than  any  other  class  I  have  ever  taken." 

More  and  more  college  graduates  are  seeking  ways  to  open  and  run  businesses  each  year, 
John  notes.  "In  order  to  drive  big  growth  in  our  national  and  global  economy,"  he  says,  "we 
must  teach  people  how  to  succeed  at  being  entrepreneurs."  Indeed,  according  to  a  survey 
by  the  Young  Entrepreneur  Council,  nearly  89  percent  of  young  people  believe  that  entrepre- 
neurship education  is  important;  yet,  almost  three-fourths  of  college  students  say  they  have 
no  access  to  on-campus  entrepreneurship  resources. 

John  believes  that  the  entrepreneurship  education  at  the  College  of  Business  provides 
a  unique  model,  with  collaborations  with  the  College  of  Engineering  (including  the  Product 
Innovation  and  Development  course),  the  School  of  Law  (the  Center  for  Innovation  and 
Entrepreneurship),  and  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  along  with  alliances  with  the  busi- 
ness community.  The  recently  introduced  Entrepreneurship  major  helps  students  put  their 
innovative  ideas  into  action.  "By  offering  this  cutting-edge  program,"  John  says,  "Western 
New  England  University  is  now  positioned  to  be  the  most  relevant  higher  education  institution 
in  the  region."  ■ 


"The  students  continue  to  impress  me  each 
semester.  They  all  have  big  dreams  and  very 
creative  ideas.  We  also  have  tons  of  fun." 


Starting  a  Business 
in  a  Soft  Economy 

A  slowly  recovering  economy  should  be  no 
real  barrier  to  those  who  wish  to  start  their 
own  businesses,  John  says,  provided  that  they 
know  how  to  take  advantage  of  consumer 
needs  and  trends.  "A  recession  can  be  an 
opportunity  for  many  businesses,"  he  asserts. 
For  example,  from  2008  to  2010,  many  people 
chose  not  to  buy  cars,  but  rather  to  fix  up  the 
ones  they  owned.  "This  meant  boom  times  for 
many  mechanics,"  says  John. 

He  also  offered  his  own  business  as  an 
example  of  thriving  during  a  recession. 
Elements  Therapeutic  Massage  opened  its 
doors  on  October  1,  2008,  a  little  more  than 
two  weeks  after  Lehman  Brothers  filed  for 
bankruptcy  and  the  stock  market  plummeted. 
He  did  more  than  his  share  of  panicking. 
"People  were  coming  in  just  to  wish  me  luck 
and  tell  me  they  hoped  I  would  survive,"  John 
says.  "Little  did  I  know  that  a  poor  economy 
would  force  consumers  to  pursue  less 
expensive  ways  to  manage  their  stress  and 
more  local  ways  to  spend  their  money.  We 
offered  a  local,  convenient,  inexpensive,  and 
natural  way  to  relieve  stress.  So,  as  I  always 
say,  make  your  own  economy." 

Aside  from  teaching,  John  remains  active 
at  his  alma  mater  by  speaking  at  such  events 
as  the  First-  and  Second-Year  Honors  Recep- 
tion and  conducting  an  entrepreneurship 
workshop  at  the  Career  Strategies  Seminar 
sponsored  by  the  Alumni  Association.  He 
also  regularly  brings  in  local  business  own- 
ers, many  of  them  alumni,  to  talk  to  his 
classes.  "These  are  real  people  running  real 
businesses,"  he  says.  "The  students  say  to 
themselves,  'I  can  do  what  they  do.'" 

John  imparts  many  life  lessons  in  class  as 
well,  according  to  Lauren  Silvis  '13.  "You  can 
tell  that  he  cares  about  his  students'  success 
after  college,"  she  says,  "and  he  is  preparing 
us  to  make  thattransition.  He  has  become  one 
of  my  role  models,  and  I  feel  privileged  that 
I've  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  from  him." 


www.wne.edu/alumni 
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CampusUpdate 


BY  BETH  BARSZCZ  '07 


COLLEGE  OF  PHARMACY  TAKES  NATIONAL  PRIZE 

The  College  of  Pharmacy  may  only  be  two  years  old,  but  already  its 
students  are  making  their  mark  on  the  national  stage.  A  video  produced 
by  pharmacy  students  was  named  Best  Film  in  the  Academy  of  Student 
Pharmacists'  PharmFlix  video  contest. 


The  contest  challenged  students  across 
the  country  to  illustrate  this  year's  theme, 
"Make  Your  Mark, "as  it  reflects  on  the 
profession  and  patients'  lives.  The  winning 
video  features  Western  New  England 
University  students  discussing  education 
in  their  native  languages,  including  Span- 
ish, French,  Edo,  Vietnamese,  Armenian, 
Hindi,  Mandarin,  Russian,  and  English. 

"The  group  met  and  brainstormed  how 
we  would  make  our  mark  on  the  world 


as  future  pharmacists.  We  wanted  to 
incorporate  diversity  into  the  concept, 
as  we  have  a  diverse  student  popula- 
tion," said  Timofey  Pchelka,  a  first-year 
student  who  served  as  director. 

The  video  included  students  enrolled 
in  the  Doctor  of  Pharmacy  program  high- 
lighting how  they  plan  to  apply  what  they 
learn  in  the  classroom  to  improve  patient 
outcomes  and  spread  awareness  through 
community  outreach.  "Everyone  involved 


was  dedicated  to  making  this  video 
happen,"  said  Emmanuel  Woghiren, 
a  first-year  student  featured  in  the  video. 
"Throughout  the  filming,  I  personally 
found  a  greater  appreciation  for  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  and  what  we  are 
all  trying  to  accomplish  here." 

The  University's  video  was  selected 
out  of  50  entries  submitted  from 
institutions  nationwide.  View  it  at 
www.wne.edu/makeyourmark. 


DISNEY  ENGINEER  DENNIS  LIND  '80  INDUCTED  INTO 
THE  ENGINEERING  HALL  OF  FAME 

Dennis  Lind  '80,  a  member  of  the  University's  Board  of  Trustees,  was  recently  inducted  into 
the  Western  New  England  University  College  of  Engineering  Hall  of  Fame.  Lind  has  a  diverse 
background,  having  worked  for  Mobil  Chemical  Company,  United  Technologies  Automotive  Group, 
General  Electric  Company,  and  Smith  &  Wesson.  In  1990,  Lind  began  working  with  The  Walt  Disney 
Company  as  a  ride  &  show  engineer.  Currently,  he  leads  the  Walt  Disney  Parks  and  Resorts  Design 
&  Engineering  and  Integrated  Facility  Planning  &  Strategy  division  within  the  global  facilities  and 
operations  services  group. 

The  Hall  of  Fame  was  established  in  2002  to  recognize  graduates  and  individuals  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  making  a  significant  contribution  to  the  engineering  field  and/or 
the  University. 


in 


CHRIS  '95  AND  GLEN  QUATR0NE  DONATE  POSTER 
COLLECTION  IN  HONOR  OF  RABBI  JEB0ME  GURLAND 

Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland  retired  last  year  after  31  years  of  dedication  to  the  University, 
where  he  taught  and  tended  to  spiritual  life  on  campus.  In  recognition  to  all  that 
Rabbi  Gurland  did  for  the  campus  community,  Chris  '95  and  his  husband,  Glen  Quatrone, 
donated  16  posters  from  the  "Keeping  The  Memory  Alive"  2012  International  Poster 
Competition,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  International  Holocaust  Remembrance 
Alliance.  The  posters  recognize  the  importance  of  Holocaust  remembrance  and  reflect 
each  designer's  personal  attempt  to  focus  on  the  memory  of  the  Holocaust.  The  posters, 
along  with  a  plaque  commemorating  Rabbi  Gurland's  work  on  campus,  hang  in  the 
Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Pharmacy  on  the  third  floor. 
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Einstein's  Onion: 

The  Art  of  James  Kitchen  and 
Its  Universal  Connections 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


Like  the  unusual  and  disparate  metal  objects  from 
which  they  are  forged,  James  Kitchen's  thought- 
provoking  sculptures  stand  at  the  intersection  of 
art,  science,  technology,  business,  literature, 
pharmacy,  mathematics,  physics,  history,  sus- 
tainability,  and  the  human  desire  to  create.  His  goal  is  to 
integrate  art  into  our  public  lives  with  works  that  evoke 
emotion  and  inspire  innovation. 

Kitchen's  art  embodies  the  cross-disciplinary  approach 
to  learning  celebrated  at  Western  New  England  University, 
where  students  from  the  arts,  sciences,  business,  engineer- 
ing, law,  and  pharmacy  collabo- 
rate to  find  innovative  solutions  to 
the  world's  many  challenges. 

Increasingly,  Western  New  Eng- 
land University  students  have  ex- 
pressed an  interest  in  expanded 
arts  courses  and  programming 
such  as  the  Kitchen  exhibit.  "Of- 
fering art  courses  at  Western  New 
England  University  provides  stu- 
dents of  all  majors  with  a  great 
opportunity  to  expand  their  minds 
and  question  the  way  they  think 
and  approach  problems,"  says  re- 
cent Biology  and  Chemistry  grad- 
uate Derek  Beaulieu  '13. 


James  Kitchen  speaks 
at  the  April  8  unveiling 
of  Einstein's  Onion 


Creative  Intuition  on  Display 

Kitchen's  sculpture,  Einstein's  Onion,  was  the  featured 
piece  of  his  Art  Gallery  exhibit  (April  14-May  18)  and  is 
currently  on  display  adjacent  to  the  campus  gazebo.  He 
discussed  his  unique  approach  to  art  at  a  talk  held  on 
April  25  in  Sleith  Hall. 

Rescuing  timeworn  pieces  of  metal,  once  tools  or  an- 
tique machinery,  and  later  discarded,  is  Kitchen's  passion. 
"My  art  is  metaphor,"  says  Kitchen.  "Each  piece  arises 
from  an  inner  intuition  that,  over  the  years,  I  have  learned 
to  trust.  I  am  a  voracious  reader  and  take  long  walks  each 
day.  I  observe,  think,  and  allow  everything  experienced 
to  coalesce  when  welding  my  creations." 

Heavy  Metal.  Kitchen  Thinks  Big. 

James  Kitchen's  major  work  is  large-scale.  His  35-foot  tall 
Bird,  the  winner  of  last  Spring's  People's  Choice  Award 
for  Outstanding  Outdoor  Art  at  Paradise  City  Arts  Fair,  is 
now  permanently  installed  in  downtown  Springfield.  It  is 
part  of  a  60-piece  exhibit  currently  on  display  at  1550 
Main  in  Springfield,  along  with  32  large  pieces  centered 
around  Main  Street.  His  award-winning  works  have  also 
been  displayed  at  fairs,  museums,  and  art  galleries.  ■ 


"The  most  beautiful  thing  we  can  experience  is  the 
mysterious — it  is  the  source  of  all  true  art  and  science." 

Albert  Einstein 


FacultyFocus 


BY  SASHA  NYARY 


Dr.  Leh-Sheng  Tang 

Inspiring  an  Appreciation  for  the 
Fine  Art  of  Computer  Science 


I   N  THE  34  YEARS  that  Dr.  Leh-Sheng 
Tang  has  been  at  Western  New  Eng- 
I  land  University,  he's  had  a  front-row 
I  seat  to  some  dramatic  changes  in  how 
I  technology  is  used  and  taught.  He  has 
witnessed  its  rapid  progression  "from 
punch  card  machines,  to  CRTs,  to  desktop 
hook-ups,  to  the  Internet  and  now  mobile 
devices,"  he  says.  While  he  may  have  re- 
tired from  the  University  in  May,  Dr.  Tang 
will  continue  to  impact  what  he  calls,  "the 
fine  art  of  computer  science"  through  a 
new  international  educational  venture. 

Before  the  advent  of  personal  comput- 
ing, Dr.  Tang  remembers  when  access 
was  an  arduous  and  multistep  process. 
"We  had  to  go  downstairs,  sit  at  the  ma- 
chine and  do  our  punch  card  programs," 
he  says.  "You  didn't  get  the  feedback  until 


the  next  day.  If  you  made  any  mistakes 
you  had  to  wait  until  the  next  day  to  fix  it." 

When  he  began  teaching  at  Western 
New  England  in  1979,  there  was  no  formal 
Computer  Sciences  program.  Professor 
Dennis  Luciano  changed  that  in  1981  when 
he  became  chair  of  the  Department  of  Math- 
ematics and  created  a  Computer  Science 
track.  For  help,  he  turned  to  Professor  Tang, 
who  in  turn  earned  a  master's  degree  in 
computer  science  from  Rensselaer  Poly- 
technic Institute  and  became  the  depart- 
ment's primary  Computer  Science  expert. 

"Without  his  participation  and  leader- 
ship," says  Professor  Luciano,  "the  Com- 
puter Science  program  would  have  never 
become  a  success.  Professor  Tang  carried 
it  on  his  shoulders  for  many  years." 

In  2006,  growing  demand  for  technology 


programs  led  Computer  Science  and  Infor- 
mation Technology  (CS&IT)  to  become  a 
separate  department.  "Professor  Tang  has 
been  a  mainstay  in  the  department,"  says 
CS&IT  Chair  Professor  Heidi  Ellis.  "He  com- 
bines a  broad  understanding  of  the  Univer- 
sity and  its  culture  with  the  generation  of 
new  ideas.  This  allows  him  to  seamlessly 
bring  new  technologies  and  approaches  to 
students.  He  is  always  thinking  of  new 
ideas." 

For  three  decades,  Professor  Tang  has 
overseen  the  regional  competition  of  the 
illustrious  ACM  International  Collegiate 
Programming  Contest.  Every  fall,  teams  of 
three  undergrads  working  with  one  com- 
puter have  five  hours  to  solve  seven  or 
eight  problems;  typically  20  teams  com- 
pete at  Western  New  England.  The  win- 
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"Software  should  be  a  piece  of  art.'  — Dr.  Leh-Sheng  Tang 


Teen  Tech  and  Tween  Tech  camps  are  offered  on  campus 
every  summer,  funded  in  part  by  an  Alumni  Association  grant. 


ning  teams  go  to  the  regional  finals,  with 
the  possibility  of  competing  internationally. 
He  also  runs  the  high  school  version  of  this 
competition. 

"When  he  attends  conferences,"  says 
Professor  Ellis,  "  Professor  Tang  will  always 
sign  up  for  a  workshop  or  two  with  the  idea 
that  he  will  incorporate  what  he  learns  into 
our  curricula."  And  that's  just  what  hap- 
pened four  years  ago,  when  he  went  to  an 
ACM  conference  and  took  a  workshop 
about  summer  camp  activities  for  teens. 
That  morphed  into  the  Teen  Tech  and 
Tween  Tech  camps  that  are  offered  on 
campus  every  summer.  Over  two  weeks, 
our  faculty  teach  60  teens  and  tweens  how 
computers  work  through  games  and  magic 
tricks,  develop  apps  for  smartphones  and 
tablets,  experiment  with  robots,  and  learn 
to  program  animation.  The  camps  are 
funded  in  part  by  grants  from  the  Alumni 
Association — Professor  Tang  is  dogged 
about  this  kind  of  support.  He  has  also 
partnered  with  GEAR  UP  Massachusetts,  a 
national  initiative  designed  to  encourage 
and  support  middle  and  high  school 
students  to  go  to  college.  The  program 
subsidizes  low-income  students  from  the 
greater  Springfield  area. 

Professor  Tang  was  instrumental  in 
getting  the  summer  camps  started.  "The 
camps  have  been  a  wonderful  outreach  to 
the  local  community,"  says  Professor  Ellis. 
They've  brought  positive  exposure  to  the 


Department  and  the  University.  And  high 
school  students  who  have  attended  have 
come  here  as  undergraduates. 

Elise  Duquette,  a  junior  Computer  Sci- 
ence major,  is  one  of  those  former  tech 
campers.  She  attended  the  student  compe- 
tition and  summer  camp  when  she  was 
at  Minnechaug  Regional  High  School  in 
Wilbraham,  MA,  and  likes  the  programs 
because  they  introduced  her  to  the  faculty 
as  well  as  the  field.  "The  experiences  pro- 
vided me  with  a  sense  of  the  real-life  imple- 
mentation of  computers,"  she  says.  "And 
the  projects  we  completed  gave  me  such  a 
sense  of  accomplishment." 

Duquette  raves  about  Professor  Tang's 
breadth  of  knowledge,  generosity  as  a  pro- 
fessor, inspiring  stories,  and  sense  of 
humor.  "He  tells  us  that  if  someday  we 
become  big-time  programmers  or  the  next 
Bill  Gates  that  we  could  thank  him  by  giv- 
ing him  a  Jaguar,"  she  says. 

Professor  Tang's  passion  for  the  field 
shines  through  everything  he  does.  A  pro- 
gram languages  expert,  he  says  program- 
ming is  not  just  about  writing  something 
that  works.  It's  about  art.  "The  users  just 
see  the  software  they  use,"  he  says,  "they 
don't  see  what's  underneath  it.  Underneath 
should  be  a  piece  of  art.  I  use  a  book  in  my 
classes  called  Beauty  is  Our  Business. 
That's  what  I  try  to  tell  the  students.  We 
want  to  write  a  piece  of  art. " 

Now  he's  taking  that  passion  overseas 


in  a  project  he's  working  on  with  Richard 
Keating,  vice  president  of  Strategic  Initia- 
tives. Professor  Tang  heads  up  a  commit- 
tee of  four,  including  three  professors  from 
other  universities,  that's  designing  a 
College  of  Computer  Science  for  the  new 
Al  Baha  University  in  Saudi  Arabia. 

"They  want  to  model  American  com- 
puter science  education,"  he  says.  "It's  a 
massive  project.  We're  starting  from 
scratch,  writing  and  designing  all  four  pro- 
grams inside  the  College,  the  goals  of 
each  of  the  programs,  the  structure,  every 
course,  course  descriptions,  course  pre- 
requisites. I  don't  have  time  to  think  about 
retirement  yet! "  ■ 


www.wne.edu/alumni 


Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Kevin  Delbridge  77,  President  and 
CEO  of  WAMC/Northeast  Public 
Radio  Alan  Chartock,  University 
President  Anthony  Caprio,  and 
Student  Speaker  Carla  Lynch  '13 


'Don't  let  opportunities  pass  by. .  .Don't  let  anyone  else  define 
you. ..You  have  to  aim  high,"  were  just  some  of  the  sage  words 
of  advice  shared  by  commencement  speaker  Dr.  Alan  Chartock 
at  the  Western  New  England  University  Undergraduate  and 
Doctoral  Commencement  ceremony  held  on  May  18, 2013. 

Dr.  Chartock,  President  and  CEO  of  WAMC/Northeast  Public  Radio,  accepted  a 
President's  Citation  on  behalf  of  the  station  for  its  public  service  and  longstand- 
ing relationship  with  Western  New  England  University.  In  a  unique  collaboration, 
the  University  serves  as  the  station's  Springfield  Bureau  with  Communication 
students  producing  and  voicing  news  stories  for  broadcast  across  seven  states 
and  into  Canada. 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Kevin  S.  Delbridge  77  opened  the  cere- 
mony by  welcoming  family  and  friends  to  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center  to 
honor  the  achievements  of  the  547  seniors  receiving  bachelor's  degrees  and 
seven  candidates  who  were  conferred  doctoral  degrees 
from  the  PhD  in  Behavior  Analysis  progr 

Echoing  the  theme  of  self-determina 
tion,  University  President  Anthony  S. 
Caprio  told  the  candidates,  "You  de- 
termine how  you  undertake  your  life 
and  your  work,  and  to  what  greater 
good  and  purpose  you  dedicate  your- 
self. You  have  acquired  the  precious 
tools  to  make  your  calling  fulfilling, 
stimulating,  and  satisfying." 

In  a  reference  to  the  circuitous  jour- 
ney that  led  the  Class  of  201 3  under- 
graduates from  anxious  freshmen  at 


A  jubilant  Talia  Mosley '13  embraces 
Dean  of  Students  Jeanne  Hart-Steffes 
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Convocation  just  four  short  years  earlier  back  to  the  very  same  seats  they  occu- 
pied at  Commencement,  student  speaker  Carla  Lynch  '13  proudly  proclaimed 
her  peers  "confident  seniors." 

She  thanked  the  faculty  for  helping  the  class  to  consider  "who  we  want  to 
become"  and  for  "dedicating  office  hours  to  life  chats,  for  inviting  us  into  your 
homes,  for  pushing  us  to  go  a  step  further  and  be  greater,  and  for  getting  to 
know  us  as  people  and  not  just  students." 

The  Class  of  201 3  was  officially  wel- 
comed into  the  Alumni  Association  by 
its  outgoing  President  Michael  Coffey 
G79.  The  ceremony  also  honored  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  Class  of  1963. 
Following  the  Master's  Degree  Cele- 
bration to  be  held  on  August  24,  there 
will  be  43,500  alumni  of  Western  New 
England  University  worldwide. 

Continued  on  next  page 


View  photos  and  videos  of  these  celebrations  at 
www.wne.edu/commencement. 


Baccalaureate: 
Colleges  Honor  Achievers 

With  the  ceremonial  carrying  of  their  banners,  faculty  and 
students  from  the  Colleges  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Busi- 
ness, and  Engineering  processed  across  campus  for 
Baccalaureate  celebrations.  The  University  community 
first  gathered  for  a  united  ceremony  followed  by  sepa- 
rate events  celebrating  individual  student  achievement 
and  honor  society  membership. 

At  the  opening  ceremony,  members  of  Alpha  Lamba 
Delta  and  national  honor  societies  were  recognized  along 
with  outstanding  scholar-athletes.  The  Teaching  Excel- 
lence Award  was  presented  to  Jessica  Carlson  Out- 
house, associate  professor  of  psychology.  Recognition 
of  Emeriti  was  given  to  Leh-Sheng  Tang  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Computer  Science  and  Information  Technology, 
Martha  Garabedian  Urbanowski  of  the  Department  of 
Humanities,  Sara  Weinberger  of  the  Department  of  So- 
cial Work,  and  Vladimir  Wozniak  of  the  Department  of 
History  and  Political  Science. 


fit'* 
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Law  Commencement:  It 
Was  Their  Day  to  Shine 

In  a  bittersweet  farewell,  outgoing  Dean  Art  Gaudio  gave 
his  final  commencement  speech  to  the  School  of  Law 
Class  of  2013. 

"The  event  is  called  'Commencement'  and  not  'Con- 
clusion'. It's  a  beginning  and  not  an  end,"  said  Gaudio. 
"This  Commencement  ceremony  is  the  beginning  of  your 
new  life  in  the  law.  It's  a  transition  or  rite  of  passage  and 
although  you'll  be  leaving  Western  New  England,  you'll 
always  be  part  of  us." 

In  his  own  transition,  Gaudio  was  named  Dean  Emeri- 
tus and  returned  to  teaching  full-time  on  July  1  after  12 
years  of  dedicated  service.  Longtime  faculty  member  and 
director  of  the  Center  for  Innovation  and  Entrepreneurship 
Eric  Gouvin  was  named  the  new  dean. 

It  was  their  day  to  shine  for  the  1 59  candidates  who 
were  awarded  juris  doctor  (JD)  and  master  of  laws  (LLM) 
degrees.  Hailing  from  19  different  states,  the  graduates 
were  encouraged  to  "Find  passion  and  fulfillment  in  your 
work"  by  University  President  Anthony  S.  Capno.  To 
those  who  will  be  taking  the  bar  exam  in  the  coming 
months  he  advised,  "Don't  forget,  you  have  every  reason 
to  feel  confident  because  you  have  studied  here;  you 
have  learned  the  art  of  rigorous  analysis,  and  you  have 
gained  hands-on  knowledge  of  the  law." 

The  event  also  celebrated  the  contributions  of  Leora 
Harpaz,  who  was  awarded  Professor  Emeritus  status. 
She  retired  this  May  after  36  years  of  service. 


The  Class  of  201 3: 
Where  are  they  headed? 


AARON  MAXAM 
Mechanical  Engineering 
Systems  Engineer  in 
Assets  Management 
Western  Massachusetts 
Electric  Company 


MADELINE  BOUSHIE 

Marketing  Communica- 
tion/Advertising 
Marketing  Assistant 
LEGO  Systems 


DEREK  BEAULIEU 
Biology  and  Chemistry 
MD  Program 
Tufts  School  of  Medicine 


SITARA  BOOKER 

Management  and 

Leadership 

Manager 

GB  WORKS  LLC. 


ALEXANDRA  CARTER 
Electrical  Engineering 
Engineer 
Engineering 

Leadership  Development 

Program 

BAE  Systems 


NICK  STAR 
Sport  Management 
Inside  Sales 
Representative 
Boston  Celtics 


COREY  SAUCIER 

Psychology 

Master  of  Public  Health 

Program 

Brown  University 


LAURA  D'ANGELO 
Communication 
Marketing  Assistant 
Center  for  Human 
Development 


NOEL  BISHOP 
Law 

Associate 

Halloran&Sage,  LLP 
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MICHAEL  KONARSKI 
Management  and 
Leadership 
Manager 

Enterprise  Car  Rental 
One-year  Trustee 
Western  New  England 
University 


NICHOLAS  VANSELOW 
Behavior  Analysis 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Psychology 

Salve  Regina  University 


ANDREW  O'SHEA 
Law 

Law  Clerk 

Connecticut  Supreme 
Judicial  Court 


StudGfltSpotlight      by  brendan  payne  L'12 


Capitalizing  on 

Opportunities 

Unilever-Bound  Michelle  Steenland-Gilbert 
Makes  the  Most  of  Her  Four  Years 


Information  technology 

backbone  of  21st  century  business,  and 
numerous  Fortune  500  companies  utilize 
the  dynamic  suite  of  enterprise  software 
created  by  SAP,  the  German  software 
company,  to  manage  operations  and  im- 
prove efficiency.  Employees  with  working 
knowledge  of  SAP  are  highly  coveted  by 
companies.  So  Western  New  England  is 
fortunate  to  be  one  of  only  a  handful  of 
universities  in  the  region  to  offer  hands-on 
training  in  SAP.  This  educational  experi- 
ence was  instrumental  in  helping  senior 
Business  Information  Systems  major 
Michelle  Steenland-Gilbert  earn  a  place- 
ment in  the  prestigious  internship  program 
at  consumer  goods  corporation  Unilever. 

"Many  of  the  other  applicants  from 
schools  like  Cornell  and  MIT  had  never 
heard  of  SAP,"  she  recalled  of  the  intern- 
ship she  participated  in  the  summer  before 
her  junior  year.  "Having  knowledge  in  SAP 
not  only  saves  Unilever  money  in  time  and 
training,  but  also  indicated  that  I  can  con- 
verse about  business  practices  and  goals  or 
look  at  a  graph  or  table  and  know  what  to 
look  for  and  how  to  look  at  it." 


Unilever  was  so  impressed 
with  Michelle's  performance 
during  her  internship  that  she 
was  hired  full-time.  Following 
Commencement  exercises  in  May,  she 
started  her  position  in  its  IT  Innovations, 
Supply  Chain,  and  Customer  Development 
department  at  the  company's  Englewood 
Cliffs,  NJ,  headquarters. 

A  multitalented  student,  Michelle  uti- 
lized many  of  the  opportunities  afforded  to 
her  at  Western  New  England  to  enhance 
her  educational  experience.  She  was  part 
of  the  inaugural  cohort  of  students  who 
spent  a  semester  in  London  as  part  of  the 
Sophomore  Experience  Abroad  (SEA) 
program.  Studying  at  London's  Richmond 
University  with  classmates  from  Western 
New  England  and  other  students  from  the 
United  States  and  around  the  world 
proved  to  be  a  life-changing  experience  for 
Michelle.  "I  loved  the  semester  abroad," 
she  says.  "It  was  eye-opening  to  learn 
more  about  another  culture  through  tour 
groups,  individual  exploring,  and  making 
friends  native  to  England." 

In  addition  to  SEA,  Michelle  also  took 
part  in  a  program  that  places  students  on 


the  boards  of  directors  for  local  nonprofits, 
serving  for  a  semester  on  the  Board  of  the 
Springfield  Boys  and  Girls  Club.  This  pro- 
gram offers  a  different  experience  than  a 
traditional  internship,  as  students  are  able 
to  see  the  inner  workings  of  an  organiza- 
tion's highest  level.  Michelle  was  a  keen 
observer  and  kept  her  ears  open  to  cull  as 
much  information  as  she  could  from  the 
other  Board  members,  many  of  whom  are 
leaders  in  the  local  business  community. 

And  all  of  her  success  started  with  the 
educational  foundation  she  built  for  herself 
in  the  College  of  Business.  "Western  New 
England  gave  me  the  environment  to  meet 
the  students  and  faculty  who  really  pushed 
me,"  she  says.  "My  closest  friends  are  as 
ambitious  and  hard-working  as  I  am,  so  we 
push  each  other  to  go  for  our  dreams.  The 
faculty  want  to  help  you  get  there,  write 
letters  of  recommendation,  introduce  you 
to  potential  employers,  and  congratulate 
you  when  you  succeed."  ■ 


Michelle's  journey  included  stops  at  Camden  Food  Market,  Tower  Bridge,  Stonehenge,  and  ultimately  to  her  new  position  at  Unilever. 


Alumni  and  Friends  Gather  with 
President  Caprio  in 
Boston  and  Florida 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


The  atmosphere  was  one  of  warmth  and  excitement  as  alumni, 
friends,  and  other  members  of  the  University  community  joined 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  at  presidential  dinners  in  Boston 
and  Celebration,  FL,  last  winter  and  spring. 


Boston  host  Joseph  D.  Bruno  '91 
with  Jason  R.  Connolly  '04/GTJ6, 
and  Tim  Casey. 


THE  RECEPTION  IN  BOSTON  on  February  28 
at  the  Hampshire  House  on  Beacon  Hill  was  hosted 
by  Joseph  D.  Bruno  '91,  president  of  Castle  Hill 
Academy  in  Medfield,  MA. 

The  Orlando  event  on  March  18  was  hosted  by 
Richard  Arrich  73,  president  of  A  &  A  Aloe  in  Ormond 
Beach,  FL.  This  Golden  Bear  dinner  at  the  Mystic 
Dunes  Resort  &  Golf  Club  in  Celebration,  FL,  was 
held  in  support  of  the  University's  baseball,  softball, 
women's  lacrosse,  and  men's  and  women's  tennis 
teams  as  they  competed  during  spring  break  in  the 
Sunshine  State. 

At  the  Boston  event,  guests  heard  firsthand 
about  the  latest  news  at  the  University,  including 
newly  established  academic  programs. 

As  examples  of  an  institution  making  major 
strides.  President  Caprio  mentioned  Western  New 
England's  second  doctoral  program  in  Engineering 
Management,  the  second  School  of  Law  LLM  pro- 


gram in  Closely-held  Businesses,  and  the  new  Civil 
Engineering  major.  He  also  noted  the  new  Master 
of  Arts  in  Communication  with  a  Public  Relations 
Concentration,  and  mentioned  recently  established 
undergraduate  majors,  including  Arts  and  Entertain- 
ment Management,  Entrepreneurship,  Neuro- 
science,  and  Pharmaceutical  Business. 

President  Caprio  invited  alumni  to  come  back  to 
campus  to  see  the  changes,  including  the  Center 
for  the  Sciences  and  Pharmacy  and  the  renovated 
Herman  Hall.  "Now,  more  than  ever,  we  are  a  uni- 
versity on  the  move,"  he  said. 

Attendees  included  College  of  Business  Dean 
Julie  Siciliano  '81/G'84,  School  of  Law  Dean  Art 
Gaudio,  College  of  Engineering  Dean  S.  Hossein 
Cheraghi,  College  of  Arts  Sciences  Dean  Saeed 
Ghahramani,  and  Vice  President  for  Advancement 
Beverly  Dwight. 


Charles  R.  Courtemanche  '99  and  President  Caprio  in  Boston 


■f 


School  of  Law  Dean  Art  Gaudio  (center)  with  alums  in  Boston 


r 
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Neil  C.  Trotta  Jr.  '04/G'05,  Toshihiko  Sato  L'02, 
and  Wayne  White  G'02  in  Boston 


At  the  President's  Reception  in  Boston:  former  Alumni  Association  President  Dan 
McLaughlin  '96,  President  Caprio,  Dan's  brother,  David  McLaughlin  '08,  their  father, 
Gerry  McLaughlin  '80,  and  College  of  Business  Dean  Julie  Siciliano  '81/G'84 


IN  CELEBRATION,  FL,  members  of  the  University  com- 
munity, including  students'  family  members,  joined  Presi- 
dent Caprio,  Director  of  Athletics  Mike  Theulen,  and  Arrich. 

Thanking  the  student-athletes  for  representing  Western 
New  England  so  well  on  and  off  the  field,  as  well  as  acknowl- 
edging the  dedicated  parents  and  coaches,  President  Caprio 
told  the  more  than  1 70  guests  gathered  that  their  support  of 
the  students — and  of  the  University — is  well  appreciated. 

Guests  from  the  University  included  coaches  from  the 
participating  Golden  Bear  teams  and  Director  of  Alumni 
Relations  Kathy  Pappas  G'98.  ■ 


Web 
Extra! 


View  photo  albums/slide  shows  of  these  events.  Look  for 
The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras"  on  the  Alumni  Website: 
www.wne.edu/alumni. 


President  Caprio  with  baseball  pitcher  freshman  David  Cherry  and 
his  parents  Jonathan  and  Maryanne  at  the  Golden  Bear  dinner 


»    *    •  4 


mi 


Tennis  players  junior  Tyler  Unwin,  sophomore  John  Mindek, 
and  sophomore  Greg  Tischofer  in  Celebration,  FL 


In  Celebration,  FL:  the  Golden  Bear  coaches  of  baseball,  softball, 
women's  lacrosse,  and  men's  and  women's  tennis 


www.wne.edu/alumni 
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AthleticReunions 


BY  SASHA  NYARY 


GOLDEN  BEARS  REUNIONS: 

HOCKEY,  AND  MEN'S  AND  WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 


Hockey  alumni  take  to  the  ice  with  Coach  Heffernan. 


Women's  basketball  alumni  get  back  in  the  game. 


Hitting  the  court  and  the  ice  hard, 
alumni  from  three  varsity  teams 
came  together  for  reunions  and 
scrimmages  this  winter  at  Western 
New  England  University. 

On  December  1,  hockey  alumni 
and  friends  gathered  with  varsity 
coach  Greg  Heffernan  for  a  team 
dinner  at  the  St.  Germain  Campus 
Center  and  then  scrimmaged  at 
Smead  Arena  in  Springfield.  Later, 
the  participants  watched  the  var- 
sity Golden  Bears  play  Johnson 
and  Wales  University. 
"It's  always  fun  to  see  the  guys  when  they  come 
back,"  says  Heffernan.  "I  love  that  our  alumni  look  out 
for  our  current  guys.  They  will  talk  with  them  and  try  to 
help  with  networking." 

On  February  2,  a  dozen  women's  basketball  alumnae 
and  15  former  members  of  the  men's  team  gathered. 
They  played  alumni  games,  shared  meals,  and  watched 
the  current  varsity  men's  and  women's  teams  play  Endi- 
cott.  The  most  vintage  alumni  returning  included  Sharon 
Gould  '86  and  Peter  Harris  79. 

Like  her  hockey  counterpart,  Women's  Basketball 
Coach  Nicole  Chaszar  looks  forward  to  the  games  and  the 
reunions.  "It's  a  great  way  for  me  to  stay  connected  with 
them, "  she  says.  "And  I  love  the  opportunity  to  introduce 
my  current  team  to  the  past  players  and  mention  all  their 
successes  after  getting  their  degrees." 

The  athletic  reunions  are  important,  says  Director  of 
Athletics  and  Men's  Basketball  Coach  Mike  Theulen. 
Alumni  games  are  held  throughout  the  year,  and  nearly 
every  varsity  team  hosts  one.  "We  refer  to  ourselves  as 
the  'athletic  family'  and  look  forward  to  maintaining  con- 
tacts with  all  of  our  alumni  athletes, "  he  says. 

Like  the  other  coaches,  Theulen  spoke  about  how 
inspiring  it  is  to  see  how  well  the  former  student-athletes 
are  doing  and  how  much  their  college  athletic  experi- 
ences resonate  even  more  now.  "It  is  validation  for  all 
that  our  coaches  do  in  creating  a  student-athlete  experi- 
ence that  is  second  to  none,"  he  says.  "For  all  of  these 
reasons  I  really  look  forward  to  these  games,  both  as  a 
coach  and  as  the  athletic  director"  ■ 


Men's  basketball  alumni  return  to  the  hardwood. 
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What's  New?  University  Introduces 
MFA  in  Creative  Writing,  Pre-physician 
Assistant  Program,  and  More! 


New  Offerings  in 
Undergraduate  Programs 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


Pearl  Abraham,  Director  of  the 
MFA  in  Creative  Writing  Program 


Graduate  Studies 

"Write  only  of  what  is  important  and  eternal,"  the 
great  Russian  author  Anton  Chekhov  famously  in- 
structed. Aspiring  authors  who  take  this  advice  to 
heart  can  hone  their  craft  through  the  English  Depart- 
ment's new  Master  of  Fine  Arts  (MFA)  in  Creative 
Writing,  a  program  that  will  provide  the  mentorship 
and  flexibility  today's  writers  need  to  become  tomor- 
row's successful,  published  authors. 

One  of  several  new  graduate  programs  introduced 
in  recent  years  by  Western  New  England  University, 
the  MFA  in  Creative  Writing  will  provide  a  heightened 
concentration  on  the  craft  of  fiction. 

The  low-residency  two-year  program  features  a 
blend  of  bi-annual,  seven-day  "residencies"  (in  the 
U.S.  and  abroad)  and  individualized  study  with  estab- 
lished authors  to  deepen  students'  understanding  of 
craft  from  a  creator's  perspective. 

Offering  in-depth  study  of  how  fiction  is  made  with- 
out the  time  commitment  of  a  traditional,  full-time 
graduate  program,  the  MFA  covers  all  aspects  of 
fiction  writing — including  sentence  craft,  voice  devel- 
opment, honing  dialogue,  and  shaping  beginnings, 
middles  and  endings. 

Under  the  direction  of  award-winning  novelist  Pearl 
Abraham,  associate  professor  of  English,  the  program 
will  be  taught  by  published  faculty  authors.  Twice-a- 
year  residencies  will  include  lectures,  readings,  and 
seminars  by  faculty  and  guest  authors;  and  panels 
with  editors,  agents,  and  publishers  to  give  students 
advice  on  the  business  side  of  writing.  The  term  that 
follows  provides  the  necessary  solitude  and  time  for 
writing  and  thinking  under  the 

guidance  of  a  faculty  mentor.  With  a  student/faculty 
ratio  of  just  5:1 ,  students  will  receive  instruction  that 
is  intimate  and  individual  from  a  new  author  in  the 
terms  after  each  of  the  four  residencies. 

By  the  completion  of  the  program,  students  will 
have  produced  work  that  is  ready  for  publication.  ■ 


Learn  more  about  the  Master  of  Fine  Arts 
in  Creative  Writing  program  at  www.wne.edu/mfa. 


Pre-physician  Assistant  Program 

A  Pre-PA  program  will  be  introduced  by  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  this  fall.  This 
three-year  program  provides  an  opportunity 
for  qualified  students  to  prepare  for  admission 
into  a  Physician  Assistant  program,  such  as 
the  program  at  Salus  University  through  which 
we  have  a  3+2  articulation  agreement. 

www.wne.edu/prepa 
Freshman  Semester  in  London 

Through  this  new  program,  first  year  students 
in  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  can  spend 
the  spring  semester  in  London  studying  at 
Richmond  University.  Participants  will  take 
courses  in  a  variety  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
disciplines  taught  by  Western  New  England 
and  Richmond  faculty.  The  program  costs 
are  the  same  for  a  freshman  student  living 
and  learning  on  our  campus. 

www.wne.edu/aslondon 

Environmental  Engineering 
Concentration 

At  the  College  of  Engineering,  the  Civil 
Engineering  program  has  added  a 
concentration  in  Environmental  Engineering 
to  prepare  students  for  in-demand  careers  in 
environmental  engineering,  water  resources 
engineering,  or  geotechnical  engineering. 
www.wne.edu/civil 

Mechatronic  Concentration 

The  rapid  growth  of  mechatronics  has  given 
rise  to  a  significant  demand  for  mechatronics 
engineers.  The  Mechanical  Engineering 
program  has  added  a  concentration  in 
Mechatronics,  which  combines  mechanical, 
electrical,  and  software  engineering  in  the 
design,  development,  and  control  of  diverse 
systems  in  the  manufacturing,  medical,  and 
service  industries.  WWW.wne.edu/me 
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Alumni  News 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


On  February  17,  alumni,  staff, 
faculty,  students,  family  and 
friends  gathered  to  watch  the 
first-place  Springfield  Falcons 
battle  the  Adirondack  Phantoms. 
Anthony  S.  Caprio  kicked  off  the 
festivities  with  the  traditional 
puck  drop,  and  the  ROTC  Color 
Guard  presented  the  U.S.  flag 
for  the  national  anthem,  which 
was  sung  by  the  Western  New 
England  University  Choral  Group. 
The  afternoon  began  with  a 
pre-game  reception  (Falcons 
Fever  t-shirts  were  given  to  all 
reception  attendees),  and  photo 
opportunities  with  the  Golden 
Bear  and  Screech  mascots.  There 
were  also  souvenir  toss-outs 
throughout  the  game,  which 
the  Falcons  won,  3-2. 


Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras"  on  the  Alumni  Website:  www.wne.edu/alumni. 
View  photo  albums/slide  shows  and  videos  of  many  of  these  events. 


Alumni  Mentor  and  Coach 
Management  Students  at  RealTest 

On  March  8  senior  management  students  had  the  opportunity 
to  network  with  alumni  and  receive  guidance  during  RealTest, 
which  was  organized  by  the  Department  of  Management 
and  the  College  of  Business  with  support  from  the  Office 
of  Alumni  Relations.  Students  participated  in  a  variety  of 
business-related  activities,  including  team  presentations 
on  how  they  would  handle  business  situations  based  on 
case  studies.  The  alumni  served  as  coaches  and  mentors 
for  participating  students.  Pictured  are  student  presenters 
Michael  Salva  '13  and  Kyle  Roy  '13. 
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Walk  a  Mile  in  Her  Shoes  5K 
Walk/Run  and  High  Heel  Walk 
Benefits  YMCA  Women's  Shelter 


The  Walk  a  Mile  in  Her  Shoes  5K  Walk/Run  and 
High  Heel  Walk  on  April  13  included  a  High  Heel 
Walk  sponsored  by  the  campus  sexual  assault 
awareness  group  One  in  Four,  along  with  a  5K 
walk/run  sponsored  by  the  Alumni  Association 
as  a  community  service  program.  There  was  also 
a  BBQ  cookout  after  the  events. 

Proceeds  from  registration  went  to  the  YWCA 
of  Western  Massachusetts,  which  provides 
services  for  victims  of  domestic  violence  and 
sexual  assault.  The  5K  Walk/Run  was  organized 
by  Alumni  Association  Member-at-Large  Alison 
Costellano  '03. 


45th  Annual  Alumni  Golf  Tournament 
Raises  More  Than  $18,000  for  Scholarship 


Alumni  golfers  at  the  45th  Annual  Alumni 
Golf  Tournament,  starting  their  Memorial  Day 
weekend  early  on  May  24,  were  undaunted 
by  the  threat  of  a  storm  and  only  had  to 
endure  a  brief  rain  shower.  The  event  at  the 
Ludlow  Country  Club  in  Ludlow,  MA,  raised 
more  than  $1 8,000  for  the  Alumni  Association 
Golf  Tournament  Endowed  Scholarship.  The 
winning  group  of  golfers,  with  a  score  of  57, 
consisted  of  Ryan  Blair  '96,  Kevin  Smith  '96, 
Jeff  Renaud  '96,  and  Shaun  Ryan. 


Highlights  included  exciting  raffle  prizes,  a 
silent  auction  that  included  Red  Sox  Green 
Monster  tickets  for  the  September  1 4  Red 
Sox-Yankees  game,  Hole-in-One,  Closest  to 
the  Pin,  and  Longest  Drive  competitions. 

Pictured  in  the  middle  is  Honorary  Tournament 
Chairman  and  Alumni  Association  President 
Mike  Coffey  G/79,  along  with  (L-R)  Mike 
Pandolfi  G'80,  Al  Kasper  78,  Trustee  Bill 
Dupuis  79,  and  Mike  Ryan. 


PRESENTING  SPONSORS 

Hampden  Bank 

Trustee  Chairman 
Kevin  Delbridge  '77 

PLATINUM  SPONSORS 

People's  United  Bank 
Liberty  Mutual 
Westfield  Bank 

GOLD  SPONSOR 

The  Gaudreau  Group 


College  of  Engineering  Alumni  Give  Students  Career  Advice  at  Networking  Dinner 

On  April  13,  College  of  Engineering  Alumni  gathered  at  Rivers  Memorial  Hall  for  a 
Networking  Dinner  with  professors,  administrators,  and  students.  Speaking  at  the  event 
were  Assistant  Dean  Richard  Grabiec,  Associate  Professor  of  Mechanical  Engineering 
Mary  Vollaro  '83,  Kate  Gihon  '11,  2009  Alumnus  of  the  Year  Stan  Kowalski  III  '92, 
Savage  Arms  Industrial  Engineer  Brittany  Pickering  '11,  and  Director  of  Alumni  Relations 
Kathy  Pappas  G'98. 

This  event  was  hosted  by  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  University's  chapters  of  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Biomedical  Engineering  Society,  Institute 
of  Electrical  and  Electronic  Engineers,  Institute  of  Industrial  Engineers,  and  the  Society 
of  Women  Engineers. 


Students  were  offered  advice  on  interviewing, 
social  media  profiles,  resumes,  and  workplace  attire. 

"Fifteen  seconds  is  all  it  takes  for  a 
potential  employer  to  form  an  opinion  of 
you.  When  seeking  a  job  or  internships, 
make  those  first  15  seconds  count.  Find 
every  way  to  make  a  good  impression." 

—Kate  Gihon  '1 1 
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Sportsllpdate 


BY  KEN  CERINO 


Dave  Ghostlaw '10/G'11,  Miami  Dolphins 
Coach  Joe  Philbin,  and  Scott  Bullis  '07 


Scott  Bullis  '07  and  David  Ghostlaw  '1 0/G'1 1 

Sport  Management  Graduates 
Make  Their  Mark  in  the  NFL 


How  does  a  Golden  Bear  become  a  Dolphin  or 
a  Raven?  By  working  hard  as  an  undergraduate, 
migrating  south,  and  getting  a  job  in  the  NFL 
That's  what  Sport  Management  alumni  Scott 
Bullis  07,  Dave  Ghostlaw  "IO/G'11,  and  now 
new  graduate  Paul  Smith  '13  have  done. 


SCOTT  AND  DAVID  enjoyed  successful  careers  as  student- 
athletes  for  the  Golden  Bears.  Scott,  who  earned  his 
degree  in  Sport  Management  in  2007,  is  in  his  fourth 
season  with  the  Dolphins  and  third  as  the  manager  of  team 
operations.  He  played  on  the  Golden  Bears  soccer  team 
for  four  seasons  as  a  midfielder. 

David  spent  a  year  as  an  operations  assistant  to  Scott  with  the  Dol- 
phins and  has  just  been  hired  by  the  Baltimore  Ravens.  David  was  a 
player,  and  later  undergraduate  student/graduate  assistant  coach  for 
the  Golden  Bears  football  team  for  four  seasons.  He  earned  his  BSBA 
in  Sport  Management  in  201 0  and  MBA  in  201 1 .  Both  graduates  were 
members  of  championship  teams  and  campus  leaders. 
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"I  always  thought  I  would  work  my  way  to  the  highest  level  of 
football  possible,  but  never  in  a  million  years  did  I  think  I'd  be  working 
in  the  NFL,"  says  David.  "That  always  seemed  like  a  dream." 

In  Miami,  Scott  and  David  put  their  management  skills  to  work 
for  Dolphins'  travel  and  logistical  operations.  Team  Operations  han- 
dles everything  from  police  escorts  and  airline  and  hotel  accommo- 
dations to  player  introductions  pre-  and  post-game  or  at  halftime,  to 
maintaining  the  team's  extensive  fleet  of  vehicles.  "I  also  assisted 
the  scouting  department  with  advances  on  opposing  quarterbacks 
and  cut-up  tapes  of  college  players,"  says  David. 

"There  is  much  more  that  goes  into  working  in  this  field,"  he  adds. 
"But  that  is  part  of  what  I  love  about  it — I  wake  up  every  day  ready  to 
face  a  new  challenge.  No  day  is  the  same,  and  that  keeps  it  interesting." 

Scott  was  David's  immediate  supervisor  and  he  reports  directly  to 
Dolphins  General  Manager  Jeff  Ireland  and  Head  Coach  Joe  Philbin, 
a  native  of  Longmeadow,  MA,  just  miles  from  Western  New  Eng- 
land. And  while  Miami  lost  one  Golden  Bear,  it  has  recruited  a  new 
one.  Paul  Smith,  a  201 3  graduate  of  the  Sport  Management  program 
has  replaced  David  for  the  Dolphins.  He  was  a  student  assistant  for 
the  Golden  Bears  football  team. 

"The  best  part  of  this  position  is  winning  the  football  game  at  the 
end  of  the  week,"  says  Scott.  "So  much  goes  into  preparing  for  these 
games,  so  losing  on  Sunday  is  never  easy  to  take.  Even  though  I'm 
not  out  on  the  field  playing,  I  still  handle  everything  during  the  week 
leading  up  to  the  game  like  it  could  be  the  difference  between  winning 
and  losing.  That  competitive  spirit  is  something  you  never  lose! " 

The  success  Scott  and  Dave  have  achieved  is  no  surprise  to  their 
former  teacher,  Daniel  Covell,  associate  professor  of  sport  manage- 
ment. "They  were  among  the  hardest  working  students  with  whom 
I  have  had  the  privilege  of  working  during  my  tenure  at  Western  New 
England,"  says  Dr.  Covell.  "What  is  even  more  satisfying  is  that  in 
their  roles  with  the  Dolphins  they  continue  to  be  a  resource  to  the 
Sport  Management  program  in  helping  current  students  embark  on 
their  own  careers.  Scott  and  Dave  embody  exactly  what  we  hope  all 
of  our  graduates  become."  ■ 


SCOn  BULLIS'  KEYS  TO  SUCCESS 

A  lot  of  people  ask  me  how  I  got  a  position  like  this. 
I  use  the  guidelines  below... 

•  Always  strive  to  be  the  best.  Give  100  percent 
at  everything  you  do.  Don't  be  lazy! 

•  Meet  as  many  people  as  you  can.  Make  them 
remember  you  by  how  hard  you  work. 

•  Be  reliable.  If  you  say  you're  going  to  do 
something,  then  do  it.  If  you  say  you're  going 
to  be  somewhere,  then  be  there. 
Don't  be  late.  Arrive  early  to  everything. 


Klepacki  Named  Commonwealth  Coast  Conference 
Women's  Lacrosse  Coach  of  the  Year    by  Patrick  stewart 


Aimee  Klepacki's  remarkable  turnaround  of  the  Women's  Lacrosse  team  earned  her  the  2013  Common- 
wealth Coast  Conference  (CCC)  Women's  Lacrosse  Coach  of  the  Year  honors  after  directing  the  Golden 
Bears  to  a  15-6  record  and  a  share  of  the  regular  season  conference  title.  In  addition,  Western  New 
England  placed  second  at  both  the  CCC  and  ECAC  Division  III  New  England  Championships.  With  a  young 
squad  featuring  1 1  freshmen  and  seven  sophomores  on  the  24-player  roster,  the  Golden  Bears  compiled 
a  dramatic  seven-and-a-half  game  turnaround  from  last  year's  6-1 2  mark  that  tied  as  the  third  best  in  the 
NCAA  Division  III  Women's  Lacrosse  history.  Two  of  Klepacki's  players  earned  major  awards  this  past 
spring  with  sophomore  midfielder  Jessica  Scannapieco  gaining  All  Region  honors  from  the  Intercollegiate 
Women's  Lacrosse  Coaches  Association  (IWLCA)  and  freshman  attacker  Taylor  Scaldone  being  named 
the  CCC  Rookie  of  the  Year. 
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Serial  entrepreneur,  team  builder,  and  2009  Alumnus  of  the 
Year  Stan  Kowalski  III  '92  (mechanical  engineering)  was  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  Annual  Super  60  Awards  Luncheon 
on  October  26  at  Chez  Joseph  in  Agawam,  MA.  The  awards, 
presented  by  the  Affiliated  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
Greater  Springfield,  Inc.,  celebrate  the  success  of  privately 
owned  businesses  in  the  region.  Stan  is  chairman  of  the 
board  for  FloDesign,  Inc.,  FloDesign  Sonics;  SK3  Real  Estate, 
and  is  the  founder  of  FloDesign  Wind  Turbine.  Pictured  at 
the  event  are  (L-R)  Director  of  Grants  Matt  VanHeynigen, 
Professor  of  Mechanical  Engineering  Bart  Lipkens,  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio,  Stan  Kowalski,  Vice  President  for 
Advancement  Beverly  J.  Dwight,  and  College  of  Engineering 
Dean  S.  Hossein  Cheraghi. 


1964 

DICK  BOLT  (mechanical  engmeer- 
ing/G79  MBA)  has  enjoyed  a 
career  primarily  in  system  safety 
and  reliability  engineering,  includ- 
ing work  for  Hamilton  Standard  on 
the  Apollo  moon  landing  project. 
He  has  worked  on  many  military 
projects  and  the  early  design  and 
construction  of  the  Washington, 
DC,  Metrorail  system.  Dick  retired 
m  2009  after  23  years  at  NASA's 
Goddard  Space  Flight  Center, 
where  he  worked  on  spacecraft, 
including  the  instrumentation  of 
the  Mars  rover  Curiosity.  He  now 
resides  in  Swanton,  MD. 

1976 

RHEO  BROUILLARD  (manage- 
ment) is  the  new  chairman  of 
Bankers'  Bank  Northeast  in  Glas- 
tonbury, CT.  He  is  also  president 
and  chief  executive  of  SI  Financial 
Group  in  Willimantic,  CT  He  was 
previously  director,  president, 
and  CEO  of  the  Savings  Institute, 
which  serves  eastern  Connecticut 

1981 

GARY  J.  ROMAN  (MBA)  was 
named  president  and  CEO  of 
Collmsville  (CT)  Savings  Society. 
For  the  past  1 1  years,  the  Suf field. 
CT,  resident  was  senior  vice  presi- 
dent and  senior  loan  officer  at 
Windsor  Savings  and  Webster 
Bank. 


1983 

JOSEPH  DANTONIO  (marketing) 
was  hired  as  a  purchase  agent  at 
CarBuyCo.  He  has  served  in  man- 
agement positions  for  Avis,  Alamo- 
National,  and  Avis-Budget  Group. 

1984 

PETER  LANGLAIS  (biology)  was 
named  business  development 
director  for  NSF  International's 
Health  Sciences  Division.  He 
helps  this  global  independent  pub- 
lic health  organization  expand  its 
services  in  the  markets  of  biotech- 
nology, pharmaceutical,  reference 
standards,  medical  devices,  and 
dietary  supplements. 

1989 

DARLENE  RODOWICZ  (MBA) 
was  appointed  by  Massachusetts 
Governor  Deval  Patrick  as  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  trustees  at 
Berkshire  Community  College 
(BCC).  She  is  the  CFO  and  vice 
president  for  finance  for  Berkshire 
Health  Systems  and  was  previous- 
ly a  Medicare  auditor  at  Blue 
Cross  Blue  Shield  Massachusetts 
and  a  BCC  trustee 

1991 

MARK  A.  THOMPSON  (MBA)  has 
been  promoted  to  the  newly  creat- 
ed position  of  executive  vice  presi- 
dent/provost of  Qumnipiac  Universi- 
ty For  five  years  he  was  senior  vice 


RHEO  BROUILLARD  '76 


MARK  A.  THOMPSON  '91 


president  for  academic  and  student 
affairs.  Before  that,  he  spent  five 
years  as  dean  of  the  Qumnipiac 
School  of  Business.  Mark  joined 
the  university  in  1998  as  associate 
dean  of  the  School  of  Business. 

1994 

TIM  FOX  (management/G'96 
MBA)  was  sworn  in  as  the  first 
full-time  law  director  for  the  city  of 
North  Canton,  OH.  He  previously 
served  as  part-time  city  law  direc- 
tor in  the  1970s  and  again  from 
2000  to  2003;  he  also  practiced 
civil  litigation  for  the  law  firm  of 
McCuskey  Souers  &  Arbaugh. 
Prior  to  becoming  an  attorney,  Tim 
served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  for  21 
years,  retiring  at  the  highest  enlist- 
ed rank  of  chief  master  sergeant. 

BRIAN  KELLIHER  (sociology)  is 
the  new  football  coach  at  Rock- 
land (MA)  High  School.  The  former 


defensive  coordinator  at  Hingham 
(MA)  High  School  and  Golden 
Bear  strong  safety  was  inducted  in 
to  the  University's  Downes 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  in  2003. 

STEVE  LAMBOUSES  (electrical 
engineering)  was  named  vice 
president  of  battery  management 
solutions  at  Texas  Instruments  in 
Dallas.  He  was  most  recently  gen- 
eral manager  of  battery  manage- 
ment solutions  and  has  also 
served  as  a  product  line  manager 
of  high  cell  count  solutions  and 
notebook  solutions. 

SHERYL  MCQUADE  (MBA)  was 
appointed  senior  vice  president, 
commercial  regional  leader,  for 
Berkshire  Bank's  Hartford-Spring- 
field market.  She  has  spent  the 
majority  of  her  banking  career  with 
Bank  of  America  in  various  areas 
of  commercial  banking. 
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PAUL  H.  MAGEE  '99 


LIZA  NASCEMBENI  '03 


Where  Are  They  Now? 


1996 

RYAN  FITZPATRICK  (criminal  jus- 
tice) is  trading  supervisor  of  credit 
products  at  the  investment  bank 
Gleacher  &  Company. 

1999 

PAUL  H.  MAGEE  (law  enforce- 
ment/G'06  criminal  justice)  com- 
pleted the  FBI  National  Academy's 
1 1-week  training  program  in  Quan- 
tico,  VA,  this  past  winter.  Paul  has 
been  chief  of  the  Rochester,  MA, 
police  for  the  past  10  years.  "I  am 
very  proud  of  my  Western  New 
England  education  and  feel  it  has 
played  an  integral  role  in  the  suc- 
cess of  my  law  enforcement  ca- 
reer," he  writes.  "I  am  also  very 
proud  to  say  my  daughter  Casey 
is  a  freshman  at  the  University 
and  studying  Forensic  Biology." 

2000 

STEPHANIE  NELSON  (manage- 
ment) was  named  associate  prod- 
uct manager,  consumer  markets, 
at  The  Hartford  in  Weatogue,  CT. 

KENNETH  J.  LEDWAK  (marketing 
communication/advertising)  was 
named  membership  director  at 
the  Associated  Builders  and  Con- 
tractors' Massachusetts  Chapter 
in  Burlington,  MA.  He  was  previ- 
ously a  district  sales  manager  for 
USA  Today. 


2001 

KRISTEN  CHIPOLETTI  (criminal 
justice)  was  promoted  to  sergeant 
in  the  Vanderbilt  University  Police 
Department  in  Nashville,  TN. 

2002 

JILLIAN  GOULD  (marketing 
communication/advertising)  has 
started  her  new  position  as 
customer  marketing  manager  at 
Yankee  Candle  in  Deerfield,  MA. 
She  was  previously  senior  market- 
ing manager  at  Eastfield  Mall 
in  Springfield. 

DAN  WYSTEPEK  (marketing)  was 
honored  by  the  Bryant  University 
Athletics  Department  with  the 
12th  Man  Award  at  its  annual  Ath- 
letics Award  Banquet.  The  senior 
assistant  director  of  admissions, 
Dan  works  closely  with  every 
coach  during  the  recruiting 
process. 

2003 

THOMAS  W.  FORD  (criminal  jus- 
tice) has  a  new  role  with  the  Hing- 
ham  (MA)  Police  Department:  a 
resource  officer  at  Hingham  High 
School.  He  has  been  with  the 
Hingham  police  force  since  he 
was  20.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  a 
corrections  officer  for  Plymouth 
County  Sheriff's  Department,  and 
has  also  worked  in  corporate  secu- 
rity and  as  a  campus  police  officer. 

MATTHEW  C.  HOUDE 

(environmental  science)  recently 
co-authored  a  book  with  his  wife, 
Jennifer  Turnbull.  Two  Weeks  in 
Costa  Rica  is  a  travelogue  that 
shares  the  authors'  adventures 
on  their  annual  escapes  to 
that  country.  More  information 
is  available  at  www.twoweeksm- 
costarica.com. 

LIZA  NASCEMBENI  (English  liter- 
ature) was  named  director  of  MBA 
community  standards  at  Harvard 
Business  School.  She  was  previ- 
ously assistant  dean  of  students 
and  dean  of  student  conduct  at 
Amherst  College.  "I  am  forever 
grateful  to  Dean  Ted  Zern,  former 
dean  of  first  year  students,  for 
mentoring  me  into  the  field  of 
higher  education,"  she  writes. 


ASHLEY  SKEETE  '10/MBA12 

PROGRAM  INTEGRATOR,  GE  AVIATION 
LYNN,  MA 

Did  you  always  want  to  be  an  engineer? 

"As  a  kid  I  wanted  to  be  an  architect.  I  enjoyed  designing  and  building 
all  sorts  of  things,  and  there  weren't  enough  LEGOs  in  the  world.  That 
thought  changed  in  high  school,  when  I  learned  what  an  engineer 
actually  does.  I  had  a  school  project  at  a  flavors  and  fragrance  factory 
under  the  person  who  would  become  my  industrial  engineering  mentor. 
I've  been  hooked  ever  since." 

What  do  you  do  all  day,  on  an  average  day? 

"I  work  with  all  different  engineers  and  suppliers — test,  product  support, 
design — in  order  to  integrate  all  of  their  work  into  engine  manuals  for  the 
CT7  turboshaft  fleet.  On  any  given  day  I  interpret  drawings,  validate  shop 
procedures,  or  pick  apart  wiring  diagrams.  Of  course  I  spend  time  on  the 
phone,  emailing,  and  in  meetings." 

Do  you  use  your  combined  BS/MBA  all  the  time 
in  your  position? 

"I  use  both  skill  sets  constantly.  I  think  that  an  industrial  engineer  gets 
a  taste  of  organizational  and  project  management  skills  as  an  undergrad, 
but  the  MBA  elevated  those  skills  quite  a  bit.  I'm  required  to  manage 
people,  data,  and  costs  every  day,  along  with  have  a  technical 
understanding  of  engines." 

Sounds  like  you  learned  a  lot  at  Western  New  England. 

"The  most  important  thing  I  learned  was  how  to  systematically 
problem-solve  and  to  use  my  resources.  If  you  can  do  that,  it  doesn't 
matter  what  the  problem  is.  You  can  figure  out  the  answer.  The  small 
setting  helped  with  my  confidence,  and  the  one-on-one  time  with  the 
faculty  was  the  best  way  for  me  to  learn.  I  still  call  my  professors  for 
advice.  Many  of  them  know  me  and  my  abilities  better  than  I  know 
myself.  After  spending  time  in  the  field,  I'd  like  to  be  a  professor." 
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Philip  Rand  Jr.  '03  (law  enforcement)  and  Christopher 
Bilodeau  '04  (law  enforcement)  received  the  Award 
for  Heroism  from  Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  for  their  courageous  actions  during  a  terrorist 
attack  on  a  motorcade  in  Pakistan. 

Philip  and  Chris,  special  agents  with  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State  Diplomatic  Security  Service, 
were  driving  in  a  motorcade  traveling  through 
the  city  of  Peshawar  in  May  201 1  when  a  device 
exploded  a  few  feet  from  the  vehicle  directly  in 
front  of  them.  They  and  two  other  special  agents 
exited  their  armored  car  and  aided  two  injured 
special  agents  who  were  trapped  in  their  severely 
damaged  and  burning  vehicle. 

Philip  (far  left)  is  pictured  holding  another  Award 
for  Heroism  he  and  Chris  (near  left)  received  for 
defending  against  a  sophisticated  attack  against  the 
Consulate  General  in  Peshwar  on  April  5,  2010.  Their 
performance  under  fire  resulted  in  many  saved  lives. 


MIKE  O'CONNOR  (sport  manage- 
ment) is  a  feature  producer  at 
ESPN.  He  was  previously  an  asso- 
ciate producer  and  a  production 
assistant.  As  an  undergraduate, 
he  set  a  Western  New  England 
basketball  record  with  480  assists. 

2004 

CHANDRA  BELLAMY  JUNCKER 

(economics)  is  cofounder  of 
www.pailbloggers.com,  a  website 
devoted  to  issues  surrounding  par- 
enting after  infertility,  adoption,  and 
loss  of  pregnancy.  "We  serve  as  a 
resource  and  support  system  for 
what  comes  next  when  you  finally 
get  your  long  awaited  miracle."  she 
writes.  "My  husband,  Jacob,  and  I 
welcomed  a  baby  girl  on  June  26, 
2012.  Stella  Joan  arrived  after  our 
long  battle  with  infertility  and  is 
absolutely  perfect."  (See  Stella 
Joan's  photo  on  page  38  ) 

2005 

DOUGLAS  G.  COLLYER  (sport 
management)  received  the  2013 
Robert  M  Morgenthau  Award  at 
the  annual  Winter  Conference  of 
the  District  Attorneys  Association 
of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
Manhattan  The  honor  is  generally 
bestowed  upon  prosecutors  with 
20  or  more  years  of  experience. 
Douglas,  the  Clinton  County 
A.D.A.,  specializes  in  narcotics 


and  violent  felony  cases.  Prior  to 
his  present  job,  he  was  a  prosecu- 
tor for  the  Washington  County 
(NY)  District  Attorney's  Office. 

STEVE  PARASTATIDIS  (finance) 
was  appointed  assistant  vice 
president  commercial  loan  officer 
at  PeoplesBank.  He  has  more 
than  seven  years  of  financial  and 
banking  experience  in  the  credit 
analyst,  portfolio,  and  commercial 
lending  areas. 

2006 

MATTHEW  OPPENLAENDER 

(history)  is  an  officer  in  the  Exeter, 
NH,  police  department.  He  served 
four  years  in  the  U.S.  Army  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Army  reserves  in 
Londonderry,  NH,  with  the  military 
police  unit. 


Former  Golden  Bear  swimmer  Elena  Massa-Musiak  '04  (biology)  is 
pictured  participating  in  the  Kona  (HI)  Ironman  World  Championship, 
the  "Super  Bowl"  of  triathlons,  on  October  13,  2012.  It  was  the  third 
Ironman  (2.4-mile  swim,  1 12-mile  bike  ride,  and  26.2-mile  run)  for  the 
accomplished  triathlete,  who  qualified  for  Kona  with  an  11:02  time  in 
the  Lake  Placid  Iron  Man  last  summer. 

Elena  writes  that  by  mile  16  on  the  run  she  was  tired  and  sunburned, 
"but  I  kept  reminding  myself  that  some  people  work  hard  for  years  to 
get  to  Kona  and  some  never  make  it,  so  I  had  to  keep  positive  and  keep 
moving  to  the  finish  line."  She  finished  with  a  time  of  11:40. 


Read  her  entire  story  in  The  Communicator\Neb  Extras 
on  the  Alumni  Website  at  www.wne.edu/alumni. 
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Where  Are  They  Now? 


KARI  SPARKS  (management)  was 
promoted  to  compliance  specialist, 
energy  operations,  US  Power,  at 
the  energy  infrastructure  company 
TransCanada.  She  was  previously 
budget  coordinator,  US  Power. 

JENNIFER  WROBLEWSKI 

(English)  placed  third  in  the  General 
News  category  of  the  New  England 
Newspaper  and  Press  Association's 
annual  Better  Newspaper  Contest 
for  a  201 2  news  article  she  wrote 
about  the  death  of  an  on-duty 
Springfield,  MA,  police  officer.  She 
is  the  editor  of  the  Agawam  (MA) 
Advertiser  News. 

2007 

RYAN  ABRAHAM  (business  ad- 
ministration) is  key  account  sales 
manager-beverage  at  the  J.M. 
Smucker  Company.  He  was  previ- 
ously a  sales  development  repre- 
sentative at  Green  Mountain 
Coffee  Roasters. 

GARRISON  WARD  (marketing)  is 
a  sales  executive  at  the  medical 
devices  company  Systagenix  in 
New  York  City.  He  was  previously 
a  territory  manager  for  Nice-Pak 
Products,  Inc.,  and  a  diagnostic 
sales  specialist  for  Diagnostic 
Long  Island. 


WILLIAM  ZIMMERMAN  (eco- 
nomics) was  named  utilities  econ- 
omist for  the  public  utility  Tacoma 
(WA)  Water,  where  he  builds 
econometric  models  to  forecast 
demand  trends  and  revenue 
curves  concerning  water  usage. 

2008 

AMANDA  DENI  LEVASSEUR 

(sport  management)  was  named 
recreation  director  for  the  town  of 
Sharon,  MA.  She  was  previously 
interim  recreation  director.  She 
has  held  recreation  positions  since 
she  was  a  16-year-old  lifeguard. 

JAMES  TIERNEY  (economics) 
is  now  a  full-time  lecturer  of  eco- 
nomics at  SUNY  Plattsburgh.  He 
was  previously  an  adjunct  faculty 
member  in  the  George  L.  Argyros 
School  of  Business  and  Econom- 
ics at  Chapman  University  in  Or- 
ange, CA.  As  an  undergraduate, 
James  was  an  Alumni  Association 
Grand  Skookum  Award  of  Excel- 
lence winner,  the  highest  honor  of 
the  awards.  The  former  Improv  on 
the  Rocks  member  at  the  Universi- 
ty has  remained  active  in  improv 
troupes  since  he  graduated.  He  is 
also  is  the  owner  and  founder  of 
M  E.  Tutoring. 


Malik  Champlain  '07  (history),  assistant  basketball  coach  at  Western 
New  England  University  and  former  Norwich  (CT)  Free  Academy 
player,  is  pictured  speaking  to  NFA  players  prior  to  their  game 
against  number  one-ranked  Ledyard  in  the  Eastern  Connecticut 
Conference  semifinals  on  February  28.  Check  out  a  video  of  his 
speech  in  The  Communicator's\Neb  Extras  at  www.wne.edu/alumni 
and  you'll  see  why  NFA  defied  the  odds  and  won  the  game. 


JAKE  RINALDO  '09 

GROUP  SALES  MANAGER,  THE  NEW  JERSEY  DEVILS 
NEWARK,  NJ 

2012  SPORT  MANAGEMENT  ALUMNUS  OF  THE  YEAR 

What's  it  like  to  work  in  the  National  Hockey  League — 
the  big  time? 

"It's  a  dream  come  true.  Hockey  is  my  first  love.  I  grew  up  in  New  Jersey 
playing  youth  hockey.  I  started  working  for  the  Devils  a  week  after  I  gradu- 
ated. I  live  25  minutes  from  the  Prudential  Center,  so  this  is  my  backyard. 
To  work  in  hockey,  in  the  NHL,  and  live  so  close!  I  feel  I  don't  have  the 
right  to  complain." 

Did  you  always  want  to  work  in  sports? 

"Honestly,  I  didn't  know.  I  knew  I  enjoyed  sports.  At  first  I  wasn't  sure 
what  department  I  wanted  to  work  in,  but,  with  the  help  of  my  professors, 
including  Dr.  Sharianne  Walker,  Dr.  Daniel  Covell,  Curt  Hamakawa,  and 
James  Masteralexis — I'll  give  them  a  shout-out — they  did  wonders  for  me. 
I  have  a  notebook  from  class  I  consider  my  bible.  Everything  Dr.  Walker 
covered  I  still  implement  into  my  daily  operations  at  the  Devils.  I'm  beyond 
thankful." 

Would  you  consider  working  for  a  pro  sport  besides  hockey? 

"Yes.  I've  learned  if  you're  looking  to  move  up  in  sports,  it  may  mean 
relocating.  I'd  like  to  stay  in  sales,  as  I'm  blessed  with  the  ability  to  talk. 
It's  what  I  love  to  do.  I  love  meeting  new  people  and  I  love  communicating 
with  others.  You  meet  some  tremendous  people  in  this  position." 

You  played  hockey  for  Western  New  England.  Did  you 
try  to  go  pro? 

"I  blew  my  knee  out  senior  year,  but,  I  did  eventually  play  semi-pro.  The 
two  years  it  took  get  back  into  playing  shape  made  me  physically  and  men- 
tally stronger  as  player  and  a  person.  There's  no  way  I  could  have  played 
pro  right  out  of  college.  I  was  asked  back  to  training  camp  at  the  same 
time  I  was  offered  a  promotion  at  the  Devils." 

And  we  know  how  that  went.  Do  you  still  get  to  play  a  little? 

"I  do  still  play  pick-up  hockey.  Hockey's  like  a  tattoo.  I  can't  let  it  go." 
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ALEX  MAZZAFERRO  '09 


JESSICA  COVINO  '10 


2009 

ALEX  MAZZAFERRO  (English) 
has  completed  his  written  and  oral 
exams  to  earn  his  MA  in  English 
as  part  of  a  combined  MA/PhD 
program  at  Rutgers  University.  This 
past  spring,  he  presented  papers 
at  the  Society  of  Early  Americanists 
biennial  conference  in  Savannah, 
GA,  and  at  the  New  England  Ameri- 
can Studies  Association  annual 
conference  in  Providence,  Rl.  He 
was  recently  awarded  a  $5,000 
research  grant  from  the  Andrew  W 
Mellon  Foundation.  As  an  under- 
graduate, Alex  was  the  recipient  of 
the  inaugural  Dean's  Prize  for  Liter- 
ary and  Cultural  Studies  and  the 
Max  Y.  Litman  English  Prize. 

2010 

JESSICA  COVINO  (sport  manage- 
ment) was  named  event  opera- 
tions coordinator  for  U.S.  Soccer, 
the  national  governing  body  of  the 
sport.  The  former  Golden  Bears 
goalkeeper's  primary  responsibili- 
ties include  arranging,  coordinat- 
ing, logistics,  and  game-day  opera- 
tions for  Senior  National  Team 
events.  As  an  undergraduate  she 
completed  internships  with  the 
New  England  Revolution  and  the 
Western  Mass  Pioneers. 

2011 

RYAN  T.  DUDZINSKI  (sport  man- 
agement) was  hired  as  a  police 
officer  in  West  Hartford,  CT 
The  native  of  Bristol.  CT,  was  an 
All-Star  and  team  captain  on  the 
Golden  Bears  baseball  team 

SAMANTHA  MONIZ  (creative 
writing)  produces  a  traveling  the- 
ater-style bridal  show  called  Brides 


Tell  All.  "The  show  features  pre- 
mier wedding  locations,  local  wed- 
ding professionals,  and  most  im- 
portantly, local  brides!"  she 
writes.  "Each  event  has  elements 
of  a  traditional  bridal  show,  but  is 
hosted  in  an  intimate  and  social 
setting  with  food,  drinks,  network- 
ing, and  story-sharing  We  feature 
three  newlywed  brides  on  a 
panel — our  wedding  planning 
experts."  For  more  information, 
visit  www.bridestellall.com. 

JOHN  D.  NICOL  III  (sport  manage- 
ment) was  named  track  and  field 
and  cross  country  coach  at  Burn- 
coat  High  School  in  Worcester, 
MA.  The  former  Western  New 
England  cross  country  team  mem- 
ber received  the  Coaches  Award 
his  senior  year. 

THOMAS  P.  O'HARE  JR.  (criminal 
justice)  recently  graduated  from  the 
U.S.  Marine  Corps'  basic  training  at 
the  branch's  Parris  Island,  SC,  facili- 
ty. During  the  intensive  13-week 
program,  Thomas  was  awarded 
Expert  Marksmanship  and  Certifi- 
cate of  Commendation,  1st  Recruit 
Training  Battalion  Alpha  Company 
Honor  Giaduate,  and  Platoon  1010 
Honor  Graduate.  He  was  sched- 
uled to  attend  the  School  of  In- 
fantry East  at  Camp  Lejeune,  NC, 
for  eight  weeks  of  infantry  battalion 
specialty  training  prior  to  entering 
the  Operating  Forces. 

JONATHAN  PARSONS  (sport 
management)  has  been  named 
sales  and  marketing  coordinator 
for  the  Greater  Springfield  (MA) 
Convention  &  Visitors  Bureau, 
where  he  promotes  membership 
and  assists  with  marketing  initia- 
tives, with  a  special  emphasis 
on  sports. 


From  sea  to  Shining  sea:  Virasaviya  Efraim  '09  (psychology) 
bicycled  across  the  United  States,  from  St.  Augustine,  FL,  to  San 
Diego — 2,606  miles  in  246:23  hours  (79  days) — to  raise  awareness 
about  V-Day,  an  international  nonprofit  whose  aim  is  to  stop 
violence  against  women  and  girls.  As  an  undergraduate,  Vira 
directed  the  Western  New  England  production  of  The  Vagina 
Monologues,  a  play  that  is  the  cornerstone  of  the  V-Day  movement. 
Read  about  her  trip  on  her  blog  at  virsaviya.wordpress.com/ 
or  on  Facebook  at  www.facebook.com/CyclingForVDay. 


SARA  SULLIVAN  (management) 
joined  the  real  estate  development 
and  property  management  firm 
Building  and  Land  Technology  in 
Stamford,  CT,  as  a  leasing  consult- 
ant for  the  Infinity  at  Harbor  Point 
building.  At  Western  New  England 
she  received  the  Student  Associa- 
tion Graduate  of  the  Year  Award 
and  was  an  Alumni  Association 
Skookum  Award  of  Excellence 
winner. 

2012 

CHELSEY  LOCASIO  (general  busi- 
ness) was  one  of  five  manage- 
ment associates  hired  for  an  1 1- 
month  management  training  de- 
velopment program  for  KeyBank's 
Hudson  Valley/Metro  NY  district. 


STEPHEN  MALOOF  (business  in- 
formation systems)  is  a  T1  repre- 
sentative temp  at  Granite 
Telecommunications,  headquar- 
tered in  Quincy,  MA. 

KRISTY  RILEY  (communication) 
has  successfully  completed  train- 
ing in  search  engine  optimized 
public  relations  and  has  been  ap- 
pointed an  analyst  for  Garvey 
Communication  Associates  Inc.  in 
Springfield,  MA.  Kristy,  an  experi- 
enced digital  marketing  strategist, 
previously  served  as  community 
manager  for  a  regional  nonprofit 
organization. 
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JOHN  D.  NICOL  III  '11 


« 


THOMAS  P.  O'HARE  JR.  '11 


SARA  SULLIVAN  '11 


KRISTY  RILEY  '12 


Marriages 


JACQUELINE  O'BRIEN  '04  and 

Richard  Drinker,  on  March  17, 
2012,  in  Conshohocken,  PA 

STEPHEN  NASIATKA  '04  and 

Kendra  Amos,  on  September  22, 
2012,  in  Stonmgton,  CT 

JESSICA  BROWER  '02/G'07  and 

Robert  Powers,  September  30, 
2012,  Spring  Lake,  NJ 

MICHAEL  INTROVIGNE  '10  and 
ALESSANDRA  ZARLENGA  '10, 

October  20,  2012,  in  Springfield, 
MA 

ASHLEY  MCCLELLAND  '11  and 
COLIN  HIGGINS  '06,  on  October 
25,  2012,  in  Waterford,  CT 

GARRISON  WARD  '07  and 
JENNY  HEINOLD  '08,  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  2012,  in  Pearl  River,  NY. 


INTROVIGNE  and  ZARLENGA 

(L-R)  Kelli  VanDeusen  '09,  Juliana  Sherman  '10,  bride  Alessandra  (Zarlenga) 
Introvigne  '10,  Michael  Introvigne  '10,  Patricia  (Misset)  Connors  '82,  Thomas 
Prioli  '10,  and  Francis  Moriarty  '72. 


NASIATKA  AND  AMOS 

(L-R)  front:  bride  Kendra  Amos  and  groom  Stephen  Nasiatka  '04, 
back:  Christopher  Bushey  '03,  Matthew  Lynch'08/G'09,  Doug  Di  Cristofaro 
'08,  Michael  Pellerin  G'87,  President  Anthony  Caprio,  School  of  Business 
Dean  Emeritus  Stanley  Kowalski,  and  Carol  Kowalski. 
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New  Arrivals 


Raymond  Baldwin  Jr.,  January  14, 
2010.  to  RAYMOND  BALDWIN  '00 

and  Kristin  Baldwin 

Stella  Joan  Juncker.  June  26, 
2012.  to  CHANDRA  (BELLAMY) 
JUNCKER  '04  and  Jacob  Juncker 

Kinsley  Emma  LaDuke, 
November  7,  2012.  to  ALEXA 
(BERGSTROM)  LADUKE  '00 
and  Kenneth  LaDuke  IV 

Logan  Thomas  Moriarty, 
August  31,  2012,  to  HEIDI 
(O'NEILL)  MORIARTY  '99 
and  Robert  Moriarty 

Mikayla  Paige  Rock,  August  12, 
2012,  to  DAWN  ROCK  '09  and 
James  Rock 

Anna  Evelyn  Zakn,  November  12, 
2012,  to  JOCELYN  (JACQUES) 
2AKRI  '02  and  Andrew  Zakn 

Cole  Morgan  White,  September 
22.  2012,  to  LINDSAY  MAGUIRE 
'04  and  DYLAN  WHITE  '05 


Isla  Simone  Bonito,  March  31, 
2012,  to  REBECCA  WILANSKY 
'99  and  Frank  Bonito 

Zoe  Frances  Graves,  August  28, 

2012,  to  SAMANTHA  (LUSSIER) 
GRAVES  '99  and  JIM  GRAVES  '00 

Henri  George  Boule,  November 
26,  2012,  to  LAURA  STURGIS 
BOULE  '01  and  BEN  BOULE 

Abigail  Grace  Hinkley  and  Aubrey 
Isabella  Hinkley,  July  6,  201 1 ,  to 
CHRISTOPHER  HINKLEY  '99  and 
JULIE  (GENTILE)  HINKLEY  '99 

Colin  Daniel  Swords,  March  4, 

2013,  to  DEIDRE  (TREANOR) 
SWORDS  '05  and  DANIEL  J. 
SWORDS  II  '04 

Abigail  Emily  Davis,  December  9. 
2012,  to  AMY  DAVIS  '02/G'04 
and  STEVE  DAVIS  '03/G'06 


ABIGAIL  GRACE  HINKLEY  AND 
AUBREY  ISABELLA  HINKLEY, 
(pictured  with  big  sister  Madison) 


COLIN  DANIEL  SWORDS 


STELLA  JOAN  JUNCKER 


HENRI  GEORGE  BOULE 
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InMemoriam 


EDWARD  A.  BEDNARZ  '54  (man- 
agement), Springfield,  MA;  February 
2,  2013.  The  World  War  II  Army 
veteran  was  a  kitchen  designer  at 
Lakeville  Industries  in  Tornngton, 
CT.  Edward  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Irene,  two  sons,  and  two  daughters. 

JOHN  M.  CAMPBELL  '55  (manage- 
ment), Longmeadow,  MA;  Decem- 
ber 30,  2012.  A  lieutenant  while 
serving  as  a  navigator/bombardier  in 
the  Army  Air  Corps'  8th  Air  Force, 
814th  Bombardier  Squadron  in  the 
European  campaign  in  World  War  II, 
Jack  was  the  retired  president  and 
owner  of  the  Meadowbrook  Cream- 
ery Company.  The  son-in-law  of  the 
late  John  D.  Churchill,  the  former 
president  of  Western  New  England, 
Jack  was  predeceased  by  his  wife, 
Jacqueline.  He  is  survived  by  his 
son  and  daughter. 

GEORGE  J.  MORIARTY  '56 

(accounting),  East  Longmeadow, 
MA;  December  8,  2012.  The  World 
War  II  veteran  was  a  bus  driver  for 
the  East  Longmeadow  School 
Department,  a  captain  in  the  East 
Longmeadow  Fire  Department, 
and  a  plant  controller  at  the  Dia- 
mond Match  Company.  He  was 
also  a  fixture  at  the  Alumni  Golf 
Tournament  since  1969,  playing 
at  age  89  in  his  final  tournament 
in  2012  with  his  sons,  Don  '97 
and  Dick  '98;  and  grandsons. 
George  was  predeceased  by  his 
wife,  Barbara.  He  is  survived  by 
two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

THOMAS  M.  WALSH  '61  (me- 
chanical engineering),  Duxbury, 
MA;  August  11,  2012.  He  was  a 
manufacturers  representative,  and 
started  T.M.  Walsh  Sales  Co.  as 
well  as  Electronic  Equipment  Sales 
Co.  Tom  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mary,  and  three  sons.  He  was 
predeceased  by  a  son. 

ROCCO  A.  LATINO  '62  (mechani- 
cal engineering).  Palm  Beach,  FL; 
January  31,  2013.  An  Army  veteran 
of  the  Korean  War,  he  worked 
at  Pratt  &  Whitney  for  28  years. 
Rocco  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Teresa,  and  four  sons. 


GORDON  H.  HALLA  '68  (mechani- 
cal engineering),  Meriden,  CT; 
December  8,  2012.  The  Air  Force 
veteran  spent  the  last  20  years  of 
his  business  career  at  Precision 
Products  of  Wallmgford,  CT.  Gor- 
don is  survived  by  his  wife,  Joan, 
three  sons,  and  a  daughter. 

ALBERT  LEITE  '69  (management), 
Ludlow,  MA;  April  15,  2012.  A 
Navy  veteran,  he  coowned  Mayfair 
Mills  with  his  late  wife.  Dons. 
Albert  is  survived  by  a  son,  and 
two  daughters. 

JOHN  E.  LAWRENCE  71/L76 

(marketing),  Palmer,  MA;  Novem- 
ber 22,  201 2.  He  worked  for  South- 
wick  Insurance  in  Springfield.  John 
is  survived  by  his  life  partner,  Jean, 
a  son,  a  daughter,  a  stepson,  and 
a  stepdaughter. 

PAUL  R.  O'DONNELL  G'71 

(MBA),  Folsom,  CA;  October  2, 
2012.  He  served  as  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  Air  Force  during  the 
Vietnam  War  and  retired  after  22 
years  of  active  duty.  Following  his 
military  career  he  was  a  computer 
systems  analyst  for  the  University 
of  Massachusetts  in  Dartmouth, 
MA.  Paul  was  predeceased  by  his 
wife,  Laura.  He  is  survived  by  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 

EARL  BROWN  G'72  (MBA), 
Rochester,  NH;  March  27,  2012. 
The  Army  veteran  of  the  Korean 
War  worked  for  the  U.S.  Nuclear 
Regulatory  Commission  for  32 
years.  Earl  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Nancy,  a  son,  and  two  daughters. 

ROBERT  L.  CROSS  JR.  '72  (man- 
agement), Charlotte,  NC;  August 
31,  2012.  Bob  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Cynthia,  two  sons,  and  a 
daughter. 

PETER  S.  DIBELLA  '72  (electrical 
engineering),  East  Longmeadow, 
MA;  November  22.  201 2.  An  Army 
veteran,  he  was  a  data  processing 
manager  at  RE  Phelon  in  East 
Longmeadow  for  32  years,  as  well 
as  a  data  processing  consultant  for 
American  Saw.  He  and  his  son  lat- 
er owned  and  operated  Quick  Stop 
Laundromats  in  West  Springfield, 
Westfield,  and  Easthampton.  Peter 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Betty,  a 
son,  and  three  daughters. 


GEORGE  W.  KENNA  G'72  (MBA), 
Fort  Smith,  AR;  November  9,  2012 
A  retired  Army  colonel,  he  was  a 
veteran  of  World  War  II  and  the 
Korean  and  Vietnam  wars.  He 
taught  statistics  at  Western  New 
England.  George  is  survived  by 
his  two  sons. 

EDWARD  D.  TABACK  G'72 

(MBA),  South  Windsor,  CT;  Sep- 
tember 20,  2012.  He  worked  for 
Pratt  &  Whitney  Aircraft.  Ed  was 
predeceased  by  his  wife,  Dormne. 
He  is  survived  by  two  daughters. 

RICK  S.  CIMINELLO  '73  (market- 
ing), Topsham,  ME;  November,  18, 

2012.  He  was  retired  from  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
and  the  Veterans  Canteen  Service. 
He  received  the  Veterans  Canteen 
Service  Career  Achievement 
Award.  Rick  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Lydia,  a  son,  and  a  daughter 

CHARLES  W.  TRUXALL  G'73 

(MBA),  Reedville,  VA;  January  4, 

2013.  He  was  a  retired  commander 
in  the  Navy,  serving  in  Vietnam  and 
Korea.  Charles  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Kathrine. 

ATHANASIA  V.  MCGOUGH  '74 

(accounting),  Windsor,  CT;  October 
19,  2012.  She  was  a  teacher  and 
the  chairwoman  of  the  business 
department  at  Cathedral  High 
School  in  Springfield.  Athanasia  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  Thomas, 
a  son,  and  a  daughter. 

WILLIAM  W.  WELLMAN  G'74 

(MBA),  Slidell,  LA;  February  9, 
2013.  A  Navy  veteran,  he  worked 
in  the  space  industry  and  retired 
from  Lockheed  Martin.  Bill  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Carmela,  and 
a  daughter.  He  was  predeceased 
by  a  daughter. 

DONALD  F.  CAMERON  '75  (law 
enforcement),  Springfield,  MA; 
January  22,  2013.  He  was  a  deco- 
rated electrician's  mate  second 
class  in  the  Navy  during  World 
War  II,  was  a  Springfield  Police 
patrolman,  and  retired  from  the 
detective  bureau.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Theresa,  a  son,  and 
a  daughter. 


JOHN  R.  HEDBERG  G'77  (MBA). 
Newmgton,  CT;  June  14,  2012.  He 
founded  Business  Computer  Sys- 
tems, and  sold  it  to  Steelcase  Of- 
fice Furniture,  where  he  continued 
his  career  John  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Lauren,  two  sons,  and  a 
daughter. 

EDWARD  W.  MINOR  '77  (account- 
ing), FL;  January  6,  201 3.  He 
served  as  an  Army  medic  in  the 
Korean  War,  After  retiring  as  a  let- 
ter carrier  for  the  postal  service,  he 
was  the  manager-treasurer  of  the 
Pioneer  Valley  Federal  Postal  Credit 
Union.  Ed  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mary  Anne,  and  three  daughters. 

AMELIA  C.  NEILS  '78  (manage- 
ment), East  Longmeadow,  MA; 
November  5,  2012.  She  was  a  su- 
pervisor for  the  New  England  Tele- 
phone Company.  Amelia  was  pre- 
deceased by  her  husband,  Edward. 

ALAN  GROMETSTEIN  G'79 

(MBA),  Stoneham,  MA;  November 
4,  2012.  He  was  a  staff  member  at 
MIT  Lincoln  Laboratory  in  Lexing- 
ton for  more  than  50  years.  He  was 
also  the  founding  editor  of  the  Lin- 
coln Laboratory  Journal,  and  edited 
the  book  MIT  Lincoln  Laboratory: 
Technology  in  Support  of  National 
Security.  He  also  wrote  the  book 
The  Roots  of  Things:  Topics  in 
Quantum  Mechanics.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Margaret, 
a  son,  and  three  daughters. 

DONALD  H.  DICHARD  G'80 

(MBA),  Bedford,  MA;  September  6, 
2012.  An  Air  Force  veteran  of  the 
Korean  War,  he  was  a  systems 
analyst  and  management  consult- 
ant as  well  as  an  adjunct  professor. 
Don  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Lenore, 
a  son,  and  three  daughters. 

GERARD  M.  FEDERICI  G'81 

(MBA),  East  Longmeadow,  MA; 
January  24,  2013.  He  was  the  direc- 
tor of  pharmacy  at  Cooley  Dickinson 
Hospital  in  Northampton  and  at 
Baystate  Medical  Center  in  Spring- 
field. Gerard  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Barbara,  and  four  daughters. 
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CHARLES  J.  KACH  G'81  (MBA), 
Worcester,  MA;  January  14,  2013. 
He  was  an  electrician  and  worked 
for  several  area  companies  before 
becoming  self-employed  in  the 
industry.  Charlie  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Ann,  a  son,  and  two 
daughters. 

MARK  C.  ROSENBECK  '83  (ac- 
counting), San  Diego,  CA;  Novem- 
ber 16,  2012.  He  was  an  account- 
ant and  auditor  for  firms  in  Boston, 
New  York,  Seattle,  Texas,  and 
California. 

GARY  B.  CAHILL  G'84  (MBA), 
South  Hadley.  MA;  January  13, 
2013.  Gary  was  the  telecommuni- 
cations manager  for  the  United 
States  Postal  Service,  both  in 
Springfield,  MA,  and  Manchester, 
NH.  He  is  survived  by  his  former 
wife,  Diane,  and  two  sons. 

ROBERTA.  BRIGANTI  G'85 

(MBA),  Littleton,  MA;  July  22, 
201 2.  Bob  served  for  four  years 
with  the  Air  Force,  and  was  trained 
as  an  air  traffic  controller,  a  job  he 
continued  when  he  rejoined  civilian 
life.  He  worked  for  Able  Vending 
Company  and  at  Digital  Equipment 


Corporation  before  becoming  a  pro- 
gram manager  at  Avaya  Communi- 
cations. He  was  also  a  realtor.  Bob 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ellen,  a  son, 
and  a  daughter. 

JAY  F.  BRITTON  '94/G'96  (liberal 
studies/MBA),  Bremerton,  WA, 
September  14,  201 2.  An  Army  vet- 
eran, he  worked  for  both  the  Army 
and  Navy  as  a  contracting  officer, 
as  well  as  for  the  IRS,  and  the  An- 
dover  (MA)  Police  Department.  Jay 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Sulamita. 

DALE  R.  SINCLAIR  G'95  (MBA), 
Peppered,  MA;  October  28,  2012 
He  was  a  civilian  research  scientist 
at  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base  and  the 
information  technology  manager  for 
the  town  of  Pepperell.  Dale  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Sara,  and  a  son. 

KIMBERLY  F.  (RYAN)  MCCUE 
'98/G'99  (law  enforcement/criminal 
justice),  Boston,  MA;  October  1 , 
2012.  She  was  a  mounted  park 
ranger  for  the  Boston  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department  and  was 
a  Massachusetts  State  Trooper. 
Kim  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Edward,  two  sons,  a  stepson, 
and  a  stepdaughter. 


JARROD  M.  PETRELLI  G'03 

(criminal  justice  administration), 
Braintree,  MA;  December  6,  2012 
His  law  enforcement  service 
included  working  for  the  West 
Palm  Beach  Police  Department, 
the  Broward  County  Sherriff's 
office,  and  the  Amherst  Police 
Department.  Jarrod  became  an 
FBI  Special  Agent  in  2008,  fighting 
violent  gangs  in  St.  Louis  as  a 
relief  supervisor.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife.  Tammy,  and  three 
daughters. 

DEBORAH  C.  NEVILL  G'09  (Eng- 
lish for  teachers),  South  Hadley, 
MA;  January  21.  2013.  She  was 
a  teacher  at  Granite  Valley  Middle 
School  in  Monson,  MA.  Deborah  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  William, 
and  four  sons. 
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FREDERICK  W.  BROWN  JR. 
PROFESSOR  EMERITUS, 
FORMER  DEAN  OF  THE 
EVENING  DIVISION 

Frederick  W.  Brown  Jr.  G'61 
(MBA)  died  in  Northampton,  MA, 
on  October  20,  2012.  Fred  was 
professor  emeritus,  former 
chairman  of  Western  New  England's 
Department  of  Management,  and 
from  1972  to  1978,  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Continuing  Higher 
Education  (Evening  Division). 

He  came  to  Western  New  England 
in  1963  and  was  appointed  assistant 
professor  in  1966.  He  taught  here  for 
33  years.  The  Fred  Brown  Executive 
Lecture  Series,  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Management 
Association,  was  named  for  him. 

Fred  was  one  of  six  educators 
chosen  internationally  to  coordinate 
the  six-part  examination  used  to 
certify  secretaries  for  the  Certified 
Professional  Secretary  designation. 
He  served  on  numerous  academic 
and  administrative  committees,  and 
was  an  elected  member  from  the 
School  of  Business  Administration 
to  the  Faculty  Senate,  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  personnel 
committee.  He  retired  in  1995  as  an 
associate  professor  of  management. 

An  accomplished  pianist,  artist,  and 
photographer,  Fred  was  a  familiar 
figure  walking  with  Lucy,  his  faithful 
German  shepherd,  around  the  Laurel 
Park  condominium  community  in 
Northampton,  MA.  His  greatest  ]oy 
was  found  in  the  simple  pleasures 
of  being  with  his  family,  keeping  in 
touch  with  them  on  his  iPad,  and 
cherishing  their  visits. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Joan,  and 
three  daughters 
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Upcoming  Events 


August  10 

Athletic  Alumni  Tough 

Mudder  competition 

Mount  Snow,  West  Dover,  VT 

August  24 

Master's  Degrees  Ceremony 
Rivers  Memorial  Hall 

September  3-11 

Alumni  Trip  to  Apulia,  Italy 

September  27 

Golden  Grads  Luncheon 

Downes  Hall  of  Fame  Dinner 

September  28 

Homecoming  Festivities 

September  29 

The  Brandon  Turbet 
Memorial  Homecoming  5K 

October  24 

President's  Reception  in 
New  York  City 


October  25-27 

Family  and  Friends  Weekend 
February  1 1 

President's  Reception  in 
St.  Petersburg,  FL 

February  13 

President's  Reception  in  Boca 
Raton/Delray  Beach,  FL 

March  6 

President's  Reception  in 
Hartford,  CT 

May  23 

Alumni  Golf  Tournament 


For  details  on  alumni  events, 
contact  Kristina  Oleksak  at 
kristina.oleksak@wne.edu 
or  413-782-1557. 
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